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God’s Surprises 
By Mary Currier Rolofson 


H, LOOK for God’s surprises! All the way 
From where thy present humble duty lies 
To those fair, blessed streets of Paradise 
They wait for thee half hidden. Any day 
Thou mayest see some blessing by thy gray 
And dusty pathway spring to greet thine eyes, 
Some unexpected good, som : : weet surprise, 
That God hath planned who loveth thee alway. 
For God is better than his word, and he 
Who promises so royally doth add 
To promises unbroken many glad 
Unpromised joys to cheer and strengthen thee. 
God help us lest we miss some loving thought 
And pass along less gladly than we ought ! 


WENTWoRTH, N. H. 








Ignoring Our Records 

It is not a man’s long record in right-doing, nor 
any firmly-established habit, nor his finely-tempered, 
well disciplined will, that keeps him from going down 


before the onslaughts of temptation. There is power 
and helpfulness in all these things; but there is 
greater power. in sin. Many a man of good record, 
good habit, and strong will, has collapsed in moral 
failure in spite of the costly accumulation of character- 
assets that he. had been laying up. Above and be- 
yond these frail and uncertain resources is the only 
sure Resource, Jesus Christ. For Christ is the only 
unfailing life-power in the world. And when sin, 
which is a death-power, attacks us, we are doomed 
unless we lay hold in confessed helplessness upon the 
only life-power, Christ, which is sufficient to resist. 
There is warning here for those who find themselves 
relying in some confidence upon the fine record of 
victory which Christ has already given them. Even 
though the record be from Him, it is not in the rec- 
ord that any strength lies, but only in Him. And 
there is comfort here for those who have no such 


record, or whose record, hitherto good, has suddenly - 


been blackened and broken in failure. Our record 
is not our hope ; only Christ is our hope. His om- 
nipotence is equally at hand for the man of no record, 
the man of broken record, or the man of good record ; 
and without conscious and confessed dependence upon 
Christ for each new minute of life each of these men 
is doomed. Christ would have us forget both the 
successes and the failures of yesterday and live to-day 
only and wholly in Him. 


x 
Notify Your Foreman 


It is a perilous thing to keep on working or living 
when we know that our lives are ‘‘ out of gear.'’ For 
they can be set right and made to run true whenever 
we turn them completely over to the One who made 
them. One of the many practical ‘‘Don’ts’’ for 
machinists published in ‘‘ Machinery '’ reads, ‘‘ Don’t 
run a machine when any part of it is out of order, 
without notifying your foreman.’’ It is the only safe 
rule for all of us. No matter how far along a man 
may be in the Christian life, when his life has in any 
way become ‘‘ out of order,’’ there is just one thing 
for. him to do: notify the Foreman. To keep on 
working for a single hour or minute without this is to 
invite disaster. We can never lay too much of a bur- 
den upon the Master of the Shop, nor is any machinery 
that is ever brought to him beyond his putting into 
complete repair. 

a“ 


Our Sight, or God’s Word ? 

It is safer to trust to God’s proniises than to our 
sight. .We may think that what we see is just right, 
and find later that it was anything but right; or we 
may think that what we: see is all wrong, and find 
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later that it was the best thing that could have hap- 
pened. But God's promises and God's working hold 
undisturbed through it all ; and his part is wholly in- 
dependent of our sight. Therefore ‘‘it is better to 
trust than to understand.’’ And the time to trust 
most is not when we understand most, but when we 
understand least. And also when we understand most. 
For our trust in Him must always be at its highest, if 
his working for us is always to confer its best. Fear 
and distrust, doubt and discouragement, are barriers 
between God and ourselves, and therefore prevent our 
knowing his will and moving in the direction of the 
blessings that he wants to give. Let us rejoice in every 
black difficulty or burden that enters our life, know- 
ing that it is only a loving Father's call to know still 
better the privilege and blessing of trusting him. 
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Priceless Irritations 

Life on earth would not be worth much if every 
source of irritation were removed. Yet most of us re- 
bel against the things that irritate us, and count as 
heavy loss what ought to be rich gain. We are told 
that the oyster is wiser ; that when an irritating object, 
like a bit of sand, gets under the ‘‘mantle'’ of his 
shell; he simply covers it with the most precious 
part of his being and makes of it a pearl. The irritation 
that it was causing is stopped by encrusting it with 
the pearly formation. A true pearl is therefore sim- 
ply a victory over irritation, Every irritation that gets 
into our lives to-day is an opportunity for pearl-culture. 
The more irritations the Devil filings at us, the more 
pearls we may have. We need-only to welcome them 
and cover theim completely with -love, the most 
precious part of us, and the irritation will be smoth- 
ered out as the pearl comes into being. What a store 
of pearls we may have, if we will ! 
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The Force that Never Fails 


WEEPING statements are so common that we 
habitually discount them, remembering that 
general statements are generally wrong. But 

sometimes we may hear a sweeping statement that is 
the simple truth ; and then we discount it to our 
loss. Under this class comes a statement of Paul's : 
Love never faileth, Hardly could a man have framed 
a more sweeping and unqualified claim ; yet it is the 
simple and unvarnished truth, as the advancing his- 
tory of the human heart and of the human race testify. 

But for us who are live flesh and blood, persons 
with problems, opposition, and difficulties, zs it liter- 
ally true that Love is all powerful? For any one 
thing to be all powerful it would need to be absolutely 
adjustable and infallibly constructive. It is just here 
that knowledge fails, for it is not adjustable ; it is too 
rigid. We may think that it is safer to ascertain all 
the facts in a case before coming to a decision than to 
be guided wholly by love. Unfortunately, it is al- 
ways impossible to ascertain all the facts about my 
life’s problems and relations, because many of them 
are future, and the existence of some of them I never 
suspect.  But.the peculiar power of love is that it will 
always fit the facts, known or unknown, present or 
future. 

The course of a steamer coming across the North 
Atlantic is directed by two things, the eye of the 
watch, and thecompass. The eye of the watch covers 
a very few miles right around the neighborhood of the 
vessel, and if another ship, a derelict, or an iceberg 
comes in sight the steamer can be safely steered ; yet 
the eye cannot steer the ship directly across the great 
ocean. But the compass has an inner eye that always 
sees ; and in storm or fog, day or night, that faithful 
monitor never fails. Knowledge ‘is like eyesight ; love 


is like the compass. One sees what is immediately 
at hand ; the other to the ends of the earth. 

We did not know what we ought to do in a peculiar 
situation in which we found ourselves. Yet when we 
used a little judgment, and conformed it always to the 
great sane law of love, we never yet went wrong, nor 
ever shall. For the secret of all human relations is that 
they were made to run according to the law of love. 
Never act on a resolve made in anger, or the spirit of 
retaliation, or disgust, or even indifference : for that 
decision will be wrong, Wait until your heart is 
kindly, and your spirit calm, and you will seldom err. 
Sometimes we find that we have been wrong merely 
by being tactless : but to be tactless was to be so far 
lacking in love that we were indifferent to the other 
person's feelings. The only safe manner of living 
with others is the kindly and sincere manner. Some- 
times a man has one set of manners for the rich 
and another set for the poor, one brand of treatment 
for his subordinates and another for his superiors. 
For a long time he may manage all right ; but it is an 
absolute certainty that some day he will produce the 
wrong set of manners and unmask himself. Manners 
may be of various sorts, but.if they are all of the same 
spirit they are always suitable. 

Like magic, the heart of love can adjust itself to its 
surroundings and never fail. Love will set a man to 
doing a thousand different things, but every one of 
them is the right thing to do at that particular time. 
Men have tried all sorts of substitutions. fer love as a 
safe guide ; all of them fail. Not even conscience 
has been a success at it. Conscience is a priceless 
thing, but conscience that is not directly controlled ‘by 
love is rigid. It is like a kindly aunt who should begin ~ 
sending a boy a woolly lamb for Christmas when he 
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was three years old, and should conscientiously keep 
on sending the woolly lamb each year for the next 
twenty years. After a certain stage a former given 
act of conscience may be out of place ; and there is a 
great deal of religious effort of the woolly lamb variety. 
Just as the young man laughed at the lamb and 
cherishes an amused and kindly feeling for his aunt, so 
some sections of humanity laugh at the conscientious 
efforts on their behalf, and cherish an amused and 
kindly feeling for the conscientiousness shown. Love 
never fails, because love is adjustable ; and whether 
it is teaching a class of young, untamed boys in a mis- 
sion Sunday-school, or buying goods in a department 
store, ordering a dinner from a waiter, or managing a 
thousand workmen, love fits the need exactly. 

It is siinply saying the same thing in another way 
to say that love is constructive always, and therefore 
always mght. Hatred or even selfishness has by 
nature the opposite tendency. It is not necessarily 
the size, quantity, or amount of the hate, but the na- 
ture of it, that makes it destructive. Like a match, 
it is not the size of the flaine it produces that makes 
it dangerous. It is the fact that it produces any flame 
at all. So with anything less than generous love in 
our human dealings. Thirty seconds of harsh words, 
or even cold words, between two men can embitter 
families, churches, or a city full of people for thirty 
years. Coldness, dislike, or hate fans opposition and 
resistance to mighty proportions; but the power of 
love is the power of the solvent of these things. Love 
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warms coldness, banishes indifference, and transforms 
hatred. A tailor will place a piece of absorbent paper 
over a spot of grease and press down on it with a os 
iron ; the warmth melts the grease, and the paper 
absorbs it, This is the way love defeats bad situa- 
tions. It simply absorbs them. That is its peculiar 
power. But over and above all this is the transcend- 
ent fact that the world was made to run by the law of 
love, and love is the best hand for controlling it. 
Love will conquer where everything else has failed. 


In Miss Mulock's story of ‘‘ Parson Garland’s Daugh- * 


ter,"’ the son marries a servant girl, and then, ashamed, 
goes.away to Canada. The brave, gentle, and aristo- 
cratic old Cambridge scholar, Parson Garland, takes 
the servant yirl into his home as a daughter. The 
influence of his noble daily life and bearing, softened 


.by his sympathy, is impressed into that raw girl's very 


life so that she unconsciously becomes a lady—a true 
daughter of her father and a fitting wife for her hus- 
band. A miracle of transformation ?—yes, but the 
kind of miracle that love is working every day. Some 
day men will discover that this same all-powerful solv- 
ent and transformer will erase religious distinctions, 
strikes, wars, and poverty, and make a new heaven and 
a new earth for mankind, because it really is true that 
‘* Love never faileth."’ And the happiest day of life 
for us is the day that sees us absolutely committed to 
unwavering trust in the power of love. For love is not 
merely an abstract force ; the secret of love’s unfailing 
power is God. Love is God, and God is love. 





When the Preaching Dishonors Christ 


It is no new thing in-Christendom for some who 
profess to serve in Christ's name to bedishonoring him 
and misleading those whoneed him. These false guides 
were denounced and warned against in New Testa- 
ment times, as they must be still. A Pacific Coast 
inquirer writes : 

Our minister is a man with many strong ‘‘ new theology"’ 
beliefs, but he preaches God as a loving Father so tenderly, 
and right living so practically, that it would be considered the 
height of narrowness, by the majority of people in the church, 
for one to find-fault with his preaching. Only those who real- 
ize the drift of things in the church to-day would notice the 
little allusions now and then which show where he stands. 
Very seldom does, he express himself strongly about such 
things, but when he does it has been to speak of the epistles as 
‘* old-fashioned theology,'’ to do away with the idea of Christ 
as the sacrifice for our sins, etc. Is it right for one to remain 
under such teaching and say nothing, though strongly opposed 
to it, or should one be charitable toward such views, as in 
smaller matters of difference? 

This church sorely needs every member in whom 
Jesus Christ lives as the atoning, redeeming Saviour 
and Life of men. With such a minister preaching 
only a Unitarian God and the hopeless duty of right 
living, Christ can enter and save lives in that congre- 
gation only through the lives of others than the min- 
ister. It is a needy harvest-field for this inquirer to 
remain in and pray in, letting Christ so master him 
and be his whole life that, in his individual service 
and intercessory prayer, Christ may use him to the 
salvation and life of many others who are failing to 
receive Christ from their minister, But it is a grave 
question whether one should allow the perilous and 
pitiable perversion of this minister's calling to con- 
tinue unquestioned, Cannot the member who is so 
justly concerned over the matter confer in confidence 
with a number of others in the church to whom Christ 
is their whole life, and prayerfully seek Christ's own 
guidance as to what He would have them do for the 
safeguarding of his people? Prayer for the minister 
himself, and loving personal testimony to him of the 
power and joy of the ‘life that is Christ,’’ may make 
it possible for Christ to lead him speedily into the 
light and truth, and so save him to the church. If 
this does not come to pass soon, then it would seem 
to be the obvious duty of those upon whom Christ 
has laid the matter to secure his removal. 


| Fat 
A Square Challenge on the Church Fair 


It is easier to buy than to give. For in fair buy- 
ing we get full value back. And in giving we get 
nothing back : it is a very costly process. Hence so 
long as human nature is human nature and finds it easier 
to slide down hill than to climb up hill, any method 
of raising money that offers full value in return will 
be greatly preferred by many to a-method that offers 
nothing in return. Yet when the money to be raised 
is needed for the Lord's work, the latter method, or 





outright giving, seems to be the only method that is 
suggested or tolerated in the Bible. . But that it should 
always be held to is squarely challenged by a Michi- 
gan reader : 


I have taken ‘The Sunday School Times for a number of 
years, and have followed with interest your discussions of the 
church fair question. In a recent issue you say, ‘‘‘Ihe only 
objection to the method [that of raising money by sales] is the 
effect that it has upon those who are asked to dy in the name 
of the Lord's work. For thatis a stultifying of the buyer, who 
“—™ to be not a buyer, but an outright giver.”’ 

will venture to criticize your position by citing acase. The 
church of which Iam a member is doing a good work aléng 
religious lines, and financially is well organized, using the 
duplex envelope system, with nearly every member on the pay- 
roll, We meet all our obligations promptly. At the same 
time our women find it helpful to have funds of their own for 
special purposes. They recently had a sale, which was con- 
ducted in a businesslike way and netted a snug sum for their 
treasury. The most of the buyers were members of our church 
or of other churches. Taking myself as an illustration, I spent 
ten dollars at this sale. I spent it for Christmas presents which 
I would otherwise have bought at the stores. I got value re- 
ceived. I would not have given this sum or any part of it asa 
donation. Do I charge this ten dollars up to church or benev- 
olence account? Certainly not. I charge it up to Christmas 
expense account. It seems to me no reasonable person would 
view it in any other light. 

‘The women of our church—and a more devoted group of 
women I challenge you to find—tried the other way F cakes 
money and it failed. It failed for the reason that they them- 
selves, and all the members of their church, were already giv- 
ing directly to the church all they could afford to give. 


That last statement is probably incorrect ; and just 
there the whole argument for the church fair falls. 
The Editor does not know this Michigan church per- 
sonally, but he does not need to. For he does not 
believe that it is true of any church in Christendom 
that all the members have given to the Lord’s work 
all that they can afford to give. It will take only a 
moment's reflection to convince any one as to this. 
Let a neighboring town be swept by fire or destroyed 
by flood, and its people made homeless over night, 
and see whether any members of this Michigan 
church would find that they could, after all, spare 
another cent, or nickel, or even dollar, to help out in 
the tragedy of destitution that had struck so close at 
hand. Let this Michigan man himself take the 
enrolment of the entire membership and congregation 
of this church and estimate the total annual income 
of all these men and women ; then let him divide 
this aggregate income by ten, and compare that tenth 
with the total contributions of the church for a year. 
The actual gift of these church people is likely to be 
far from the tenth ; yet the tenth is only a bare min- 
imum for giving to the Lord ; it does not begin to be 
what people can and should give to the Lord when 
they really give according to the reckless standard 
suggested by this correspondent : ad/ they can afford. 

The people of the Michigan church deserve great 
credit for the high standard they have already adopted 
in the matter of their systematic benevolences ; and 
their generosity in this is certain to be blessed. But 
there is a still greater blessing ahead for them when they 
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turn entirely away from the barter principle in their 
money-raising. In spite of all the good work they have 
already done, they are never going to learn to give as 
they might give, and as God would like to have them 
give in order that he may open to them the windows 
of heaven and pour them out such a blessing that 
there would not be room enough to receive it, while 
the stultifying, gift-destroying method of buying is 
combined with their open-hearted, open-handed giving 
that takes no thought of any return. If the position of 
this Michigan reader is right, then the people of that 
church must say: ‘‘ Here is work for that needs 
to- be done, but that cannot be provided for in the 
only way that God’s Word recognizes as desirable and 
blessed, —outright giving. Therefore we must acknowl- 
edge the helplessness of God and his Word this time, 
and come to his rescue by another way. We will not 
expect the church or the public to come up to the 
costly standard of giving to this need of God ; but we 
will ask them to buy in the name of the Lord. Thus 
will we solve the difficulty which is beyond God's 
solving in his own way.”’ 

There are still many who are so old-fashioned as to 
believe that God's own way is not only the better way, 
but is also a practicable way when people go in for it 
to the limit. 

—— 


Must We Not Worry Sometimes? 


Most lives are so situated that there is abundant 
opportunity to worry, if one yields to the worry-incli- 
nation. In some lives there seems to be so much 
cause for worry that it is beyond one’s power to keep 
from worrying. What shall one do in such a case? 
The question is an urgent one in the life of a Pennsyl- 
vania reader who writes : 


Do you think it is possible for a person to be otherwise than 
worried and depressed all the time when it is impossible for 
her to keep a position for any length of time? ‘here are cir- 
cumstances over which she has no control which keep drag- 

ing her down all the time. Can she claim God's promises to 
ook forward to better things? 

God's promises to provide for all our earthly needs 
may indeed be claimed by every child of God; but 
only when the conditions laid down in God’s Word are 
met. One condition of claiming God’s promises is 
faith in God ; another is to ask in Christ's. name, 
which means that our life must be wholly yielded. to 
the will of Godin Christ. 

Worry is our refusal to surrender to the will of a 
loving Heavenly Father. It is never anything else ; 
it never comes from anything else. . We tolerate worry 
in our lives only because we believe that things ought 
to be other than they are, and because we believe 
that God is not to be trusted to make them better. 
Complete trust in God, and worry, can never occupy 
the same heart at the same time. But is it Jossid/e to 
trust God completely under such distressing circum- 
stances as this writer describes? No, it is not possi- 
ble for any human being to do so in his own strength. 
But Christ trusts God. He trusted God even in the 
blackest moments of Gethsemane and Calvary. And 
Christ asks us to let him become our entire life. 
When this discouraged inquirer lets go of everything 
but Christ, surrendering up absolutely, unconditionally, 
and forever her own will to Christ, and all her own 
ideas as to what her life ought to be and ought to 
have, and asks Christ to crucify her with himself and 
replace herself with himself, so that she no longer 
lives but only Christ lives in her, becoming her only 
life and all her life, then worry will go. For Christ 
does not worry ; and one whose life is Christ cannot 
worry. ait 

tndel! 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


HOU infinite and eternal God, the exhaustless One : Our 
empty hearts turn to thee. We humbly acknowledge 
thy sovereignty. All fulness dwells with thee.’ All our 

supplies must come from thee. ‘The larger life we crave all 
resides with thee. All wisdom is thine, ‘all truth, all love. 
‘There is no vision save thine, no gentleness, no warmth. Lord, 
maxe us docile in thy hands, and responsive to thine every 
touch: ‘ Perfect thy willin us. So feed us on thyself that our 
life shall reflect and transmit thine own to the utmost. Chasten 
the.wilfulness that wastes our energies, baffles thy grace, and 
bruises our own lives. Overcome that waywardness by which 
we drift away from blessing into harm and deadly peril: When 
we have forfeited large gifts by our own folly, make us humbly 
glad to receive such smaller ones as our shriveled souls can at 
the moment absorb. When our stupidity has stricken us blind, 
make us willing to be led in the dark. When we have become 
too dazed to & right of our own will, make us willing to be 
compelied.- But also, Lord, enlarge our hearts, that we may 


find the joy of willing obedience. Show us the largeness of 
thy little things, the majesty of our smallest opportunities. 
‘Teach us the true magnitudes. We would find each passing 
moment freighted with high importance, every trial a herald 
of heavenly blessing, every cry of human need a summons from 
the throne. .. . Speak, Lord, to our bungry hearts. 
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By Frederick Hall 


Desert 








ty WAS past now, the hour of his wild, unreason- 

ing panic. After his strange rest and stranger 

meal, he left behind him the last faint traces of 
cultivation and set his face toward the southwest. 

Many times before had he fronted that waste of 
desolation, confident in the tested strength which 
could endure days of travel without weariness and for 
a season defy hunger and even thirst. But never be- 
fore had he made a journey like this one. He wasno 
more the master of himself. In place of his desert- 
bred alertness had come a stolid apathy that looked 
indifferent upon the glory of sunset and moonrise. 
Danger he met with little interest in its issue, almost 
as if it were not his own. The waving palms of green 
oases he passed by, while his tongue crackled between 
his lips, and in the faces of the beasts of prey he 
laughed. 

Seeking afterward to recall the incidents of that 
journey, it seemed to him as if it had been unbroken 
by days and nights ; yet he knew it must have covered 
many days, that he must often have slept and wakened 
and slept again. With wonder he discovered that 
memory preserved no recollection of his having eaten ; 
and vainly seeking to recall a single instance in which 
he had taken food, he came at length to the bewilder- 
ing conclusion that food had indeed not passed his 
lips during all that long, exhausting travel. : Strangest 
of all, he had felt no desire for it. His body had done 
its work as mechanically as the waterwheel turns at 
the bidding of the current. It had not.even been 
consciously directed. His very soul had been as if 
drugged and torpid. 

a 

Clearer than rocks and clouds and dried out water- 
holes had beén the visions that came to him, born 
whether of the superheated sand or of a brain that 


-seemed stunned but writhing. Visions in which he saw 


himself, the samerugged and-uncouth figure that now he 
was, moving amid the great ones of the earth; sternly 
admonishing, reproving ; bringing them inexorably to 
his goal and standing at last the greatest in the king- 
dom, not from royal favor or caprice, but only that the 
power dwelling in his own soul had placed him there. 
He saw the day of triumph when, turning upon the 
enemies that had debauched his land, he hewed. them 
down and his blood-stained sword rose and -fell while 
the people shouted for joy. Kings and priests and 
soldiers trembled before him—before Aim? Yes, it 
was real, so real that he straightened his shoulders, 
girded his clothes and ran exultingly, as on that day : 


- and then, even as he ran, the dream faded, thg¢_rain- 


washed royal highway was but the familiar, unending 
stretch of desert sand, the cloudy-canopied, benignant 
heavens were pitiless as burnished brass, the chariot 
of majesty before which he ran—it was a jackal; he 
turned and faced it and it slunk away. ; 

It was the sight of the mountain which broke the 
psychic chain which held him as in the grip of night- 
mare, White and spectral upon the far horizon, it 
brought to mind the ancient legend—history he would 
have called it once, now in the shifting of all that he 
had deemed most certain, he wondered if it were 
more than legend—of how the greatest of his people 
had there found light, and coming thence to find his 
hopes in ruins had gone back once more and the light 
had been renewed. 

What route had brought him here, or why, he knew 
not; perhaps it was the guidance that in other days 
had given him that sense of fearless sureness before 
which the mighty had quailed and which he had 
called by the name of The Highest. Perhaps it was 
nearer akin to the dumb instinct which he had fol- 
lowed when first he plunged into waste, and which 
he had noticed in desert animals, leading them to safety 
in time of peril. He knew not. Only that the 
mountain steed there and he before it ; thither would 
he go if perchance to him also the light might come. 

Precipices from which another would have recoiled 
with horror he skirted as carelessly as if he still trod 
the level floor of sand. To snowy summits, the 
rugged grandelr of which had made men wonder since 
time began, he hardly lifted his eyes. Yet the out- 
look from the rocky crevice where he at last sought 
shelter was such as a modern painter might have 
chosen, so wide and so majestic the scene before his 
unregarding eye. 


The man who glimpsed ‘‘ That Other Country ”’ 
and shared his glimpse with readers of The Sunday 
School Times has seen searchingly and true into 
the meaning of Elijah’s stupendous experiences on 
Mount Horeb. Perhaps you have thought of that 
incident as something so remote from yourself that 
you and the prophet could have nothing in com- 
mon. Mr. Hall’s word-picture shows how mistaken 
such a view is. He makes of the Horeb ordeal a twen- 
tieth-century reality for the normal man or woman 
who has known God, has been blessed and used of 
God, has been attacked by a sweep of unexpected 
temptation to doubt or fear or fail, has gone down 
before the temptation, and then has struggled to 
find God and victory again. God speaks as plainly 
to you and me in this testing ordeal as he spoke to 
Elijah on Horeb. Let us be grateful for this present- 
day telling of men’s age-old experience of their 
own failure and of God’s conquering faithfulness. 





Why was he here? After he had slept, and eaten, 
and slept again, that question came to him again, 
with an insistence that would not be denied ; and bit- 
terly he answered it. 

Strong man that he had seemed, how futile had 
been all this his life! Consumed with zeal for One 
whose minister he had believed himself, what had he 
not done and suffered? For years a wandering out- 
cast, safe only in the meanest and farthest hiding- 
places, his only friends the humblest of the humble, 
everywhere a price upon his head. Then one glori- 
ous’ day of triumph; and now, once more, himself 
alone, all his great deeds as if they had not been, op- 
pression, injustice, and sacrilege again victorious, and 
none to lift a hand to stay their progress. What 
better vindication of his flight needed he? From 
such a world who would not fly away? 


rd 


And yet, sleeping or waking, the question ceased 
not to return. Why was he here? He, who in other 
days—and sullenly, resentfully, he told again the 
story of his wrongs : a life spent fruitlessly ; hunger, 
unceasing toil, and peril born that he might put in 
the seed, not for himself; and then in reaping time an 
east wind, blasting the harvest. Such was the bur- 
den of all his long hours of brooding. Had he failed 
ever, in task assigned him? Why, then, in the front 
of the battle had victory been denied him? Was the 
God of his people grown weak? Unwilling? Why—? 
How—? He had not known before that it was in man 
to think such thoughts, 

Long hours he spent flat on his face upon the rock, 
so lost in meditation that beast and bird passed by 
him as if he were a part of the insensate landscape. 
*Twas so he lay on the day of his wonders, when in 
the distance, far down beneath him, a tiny breath of 
wind waked his attention as it waked a trembling 
among the leaves, and watching it he saw it grow 
from little to great, felt it at length rise upward with 
mighty, assaulting force, shaking alive, even in him, 
the instinct that bade him crawl on hands and knees 
to his crevice, where through laced fingers he watched 
still and saw it sweep like a great hand about the 
mountain, taking a clump of giant trees and twisting 
their trunks as he had seen a ropemaker twist the 
strands of a cord. 

He who had all his life lived in the open had 
never before looked upon the like of this. Over him 
there stole a sense of his own unutterable littleness ; 
yet with it something of soothing ; what he did not 
comprehend, nor did he seek to. Yet nature fcr him 
had always had a meaning, and now it seemed as if 
the voice of the wind was perhaps trumpeting forth 
some message of mightiest import, but one he was 
too weak, too much a child, to understand. 

Even as the tempest began to die down, there came 
the dull grating roar, the shuddering tremor, and the 
crashing of crags that had seemed pedestalled for 
eternity. The wind had given place to a power greater 
and more mysterious, Prisoned as he was in the very 
jaws of the rocks, ‘his was a place of imminent peril ; 
yet, fully conscious of his danger, he gave it scarcely 


a secend thought. 


More terrible than all this wild 
convulsion had been the storm withinthis own soul 

and now, to lie here and watch this outer conflict was 
bringing, he knew not how, a sense of peace. His 


eye was turned no longer inward upon itself. In na- 
ture’s riot and carnage he still sought to read the 
answer to the mystery which had oppressed him, and 
vaguely, dimly, the light seemed breaking. 

Kindled perhaps by some volcanic action accom- 
panying the earthquake, a fire had sprung up far below 
in the valley, and, fanned by the wind, it climbed with 
appalling swiftness the mountainside, licking up rav- 
enously the trees torn by the storm and sweeping the 
gorges for new prey. Across the sky the smoke of the 
burning spread like a black curtain, beneath it the 
red flames were like a thousand waving banners and 
their crackling like the trampling of great armies, 

As motionless as if entranced the man lay watch- 
ing. What was the power behind the wind, the fire, 
the quaking of the mountain? Alert and eager, he 
sought to pierce beyond them, to something which 
they were not and which was not in them. 

From dawn to dusk the pageant lasted. The wind 
died down, the fire burned out save for a dull glow, 
far down beneath him the mountains stood firm 
again, as if no power in earth or heaven could move 
them ; the stars came forth and shone in the far purple 
sky, with an unwonted brilliancy. Then to the man 
wrapt in his meditation—so softly, but yet so clearly 
that he never knew whether it were spoken by a voice 
from heaven or a voice within his own heart—there 
came again his old, besetting, torturing question : 

Why was he here ? 

And why so far in spirit from all that once he had 
been? The strife and wrong that he had left behind 
him—waged they continued warfare beyond the 
heavens and underneath the earth? What were 
these powers that made the world their plaything? 
Among them what place had he? Why was he here ? 

Almost mechanically the old defense murmured 
itself anew. His futile struggle, the long-planned de- 
liverance of his people—lost in its moment of nearest 
approach to victory. Himself— 

Out of the long-forgotten memories of childhood 
came solemn words, heard a hundred times from his 
father’s lips when he, a babe, lay in his mother’s 
arms within the curtain of the tent. A thousand times, 
unheeding, had he heard them since, in ritual :-now 
every syllable pulsed and glowed with meaning :. 

‘* Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is ONE 
Lord.’ 

As with one sudden, revealing flash, the old words 
lit up the labyrinthine morass of his long days of 
doubting. The wind that had lashed the mountains, 
the unseen force that had shaken them to their bases, 
the fire that had swept raging up their sides—behind 
all these was One Power, dnd that the same on which 
in cther days he had laid hold and found it never 
failing, the same that now pulsed in his heart and 
brain and turned his own thought upward toward 
Itself. 

att 

That Power defeated? Who held in his fingers 
wind, fire, and earthquake, and the greater and more 
mysterious forces that move upon the hearts of men? 
To have dreamed defeat for but a moment was folly to 
make one scorn himself forever.. How had this mad- 
ness laid hold upon him? And he the last, as his 
black dream had pictured? Thronging to his re- 
membrance came one and another, humble but faith- 
ful, who even now, he knew, unaided by him, kept 
up the struggle. With him were trusty human allies 
uncounted, and behind all the arm of the Invincible. 
Standing in the entrance-te his rocky chamber the 
man muffled his” face in the folds of his mantle to 
hide his eyes from the accusing stars. 

Why was he here? To his long dormant, now 
preternaturally quickened spiritual consciousness 
came the insistent call of duties neglected, named 
item by item, in the very voice of the Highest, as.it 
seemed to him : tasks waiting his hand. Humbly he 
listened ; and with the dawn he set forth, clear-eyed 
and resolute. He had found that for which-he had 
sought the mountain’: upon his clouded soul the light 
had broken. 

Dunpek, ILL. 
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Forum of Tested Methods in Graded Work 


By Workers Who Are Making.a Success of the New Courses 





Practical Junior Plans 


| HEARD reéeently of a native of the Emerald Isle 
who went one night to visit a neighbor, and as 
he neared the house he fell into a hole in the 
neighbor's walk. Instantly a voice from the door 
called out apolegetically, ‘‘ Patrick, I meant to have 
told you there’s a hole in that walk.’’ To which 
Patrick replied, ‘‘You need niver to mind—oi' ve 
found it !"’ 

If there are any friends who are saying, ‘‘ We 
meant to have told you that you will find some diffi- 
culties and problems in connection with these Graded 
Lessons,’ we who have been teaching these lessons 
can truthfully and fervently say, with Patrick, ‘‘ You 
need never to mind—we' ve found them !’’ For it is 
true, these Graded Lessons have brought ccrtain 
problems, but isit not also true that every great move- 
ment that makes for improvement and progress has 
its difficulties and its problems? It is a cause for 
great encouragement that our workers everywhere are 
meeting the difficulties so bravely and solving the prob- 
lems so successfully. 

The following plans are proving helpful in dealing 
with some of these problems : 

I, Organizing the department is of first importance, 
grouping together all pupils of the ages of nine, ten, 
eleven, and twelve years. In this connection we 
need ;: 


1. A Superintendent of the Department. It is just as im- 
portant that we have a superintendent of the Junior as 
of the Primary Department. This work cannot be 
left to the supervision of the general school superin- 
tendent. 

2. A Space designated as *‘ Junior Department.’’ If there 
is no separate room for this department, let certain 
seats be set apart and held as sacred to ‘‘ Juniordom.’’ 
This section of the room may be marked with a banner 
of pennant, : , 

3. Separate Classes for boys and girls,—an absolute neces- 
sity if we are to secure best results. 

4. Regular Promotions. A standard of work should be 
required, and when it is reached recognition should 
be given. This will help to give definiteness to our 
work, 


II, Stimulating the pupils to do their part. 


1, Have some system of credits, Mr. Pearce says: ‘‘Keep 

a record of everything which you want your pupils to 
form the habit of doing.’’ ‘The system by which a 
pupil may earn 100 credits each week is highly recom- 
mended. These credits may be divided as follows: 
Attendance, 20 (on time 30); offering, 10; bringing 
Bible, 10; daily Bible reading, five credits a day, 
353 church attendance, 15; total, 100 credits, 
Loose leaves are provided, so that each pupil may 
mark his own record, This occupies but a few mo- 
ments of time, The teacher may then call for the 
standing of each pupil and quickly figure the class 
average each Sunday. The pupils will not be slow in 
showing their disapproval of the scholar who lowers 
the class average. 

Send reports regularly to the home, stating the pupil’s 
average for the month or quarter. 

Explain to the pupils at the start some plan by which 
their Study Books are to be marked. For example, 
every completed book will receive a red ribbon, and 
every completed book that shows work neatly and 
carefully done will receive a blue ribbon, 

4. Have a Junior Department party, the price of admission 

to which shall be a completed Junior Study Book. 

5. Ilave an exhibit of books at promotion time. 

6. Give colored seals as credits for memory work recited. 
A card six by eight inches is prepared for each class, 
containing the names of pupils. Across the top of 
the card indicate in columns the memory work re- 
quired, and give a seal for the perfect recitation of 
each group of memory texts, songs, etc. 

7. Award a pennant to every class whose average for tue 
quarter is 80 percent or more, Pennants may be 
marked with the letters ** 11, C.’’— Honor Class. 
This plan helps to create a class spirit. 


a 


IlI. The teachers’ part. 


1. Do the thing you ask your pupils to do. “You expect 
them to keep up their Study Books,—are you yourself 
doing this, as well as the daily Bible reading? ‘*The 
teacher is not a guidepost saying ‘ Go,’ but a guide say- 
ing ‘Come.’ ”’ 

2. Take a preview of each group of lessons, and get a 
broad view of them as a whole, noting the periods of 
Bible history that are covered by each group. Out- 
lines of Bible history as found in the teacher-training 
courses are invaluable in taking such a preview. 


Every month or oftener The Sunday School Times 
is presenting on this page material of exceptional 
value to many Sunday-school workers who are now 
using the new International Graded Courses. Prac- 
tical questions will be welcomed from readers; 
both favorable and unfavorable opinions on the 
courses will be given here, as wel] as tested meth- 
ods. Information as to the Times’ full line of 
graded helps will be mailed uponapplication. Mrs. 
Barnes answers workers’ questions on page 62 of 
this issue. 








3. Keep your notes on each Jesson for future use. How 
did you work out this lesson, and how did you teach 
it? Surely you did not teach it exactly as it was 
given in the ‘‘ quarterly’’; you worked out your own 
lesson plan. It may be that you will be teaching this 
same lesson next year, when you will want to correct 
your mistakes of this year. So keep your notes, put- 
ting them in your quarterly or in a book kept for the 
purpose. 

4. Date every lesson, both in the teacher’s and pupil’s 
books, thus avoiding all confusion as to the lesson for 
a given Sunday. 

5. Start each quarter with the lesson indicated for that day. 
Any deviation from this fundamental rule causes: con- 
fusion and trouble. ‘‘ The course in any grade may 
be commenced at any quarter by starting with the 
lesson indicated for that quarter, but not in any case 
with any earlier lesson in the series. 

6. Explain your plans to the mothers of the pupils. In 
some schools mothers’ meetings have been held for 
the express purpose of acquainting the mothers with 
the Junior work. Many homes would lend their co- 
operation if the parents understood the working plans 
of the school. 

7. Become a student of a teacher-training course., Noth- 
ing gives one such a foundation for the teaching, of 
these lessons as does the study of this course. 

8. Attend the Graded Union, for there ‘you will meet 
others who are trying to solve the same problems 
that you are. 

9. Keep constantly in mind the results to be expected in 
the Junior age. Mrs, Lamoreaux has summed them 
up in these words: ‘**The results of work in this 
period ought to appear in an increase in Bible knowl- 
edge, the strengthening of right habits and manly 
ideals of life, and back of it-all the warm love of boy- 
hood and girlhood for the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 

‘«It takes genius to do this work; but the ‘genius’ 
needed is simply the genius of hard work, study, 
prayer, patience, and above all, love.’’- Such genius 
you and I may possess, if we will.—Grace M. Long- 
fellow, Minneapolis. 


The New Teachers’-Meetings 


EFORE presenting plans a few general state- 
ments regarding teachers’ - meetings in the past 
may be noted. It has always been desirable 

that teachers’- meetings should be regularly held. 
The best results ever attained were tabulated in the 
International Convention Report of 1908. 

These statistics show that only 8,152 teachers’ - 
meetings existed among 151,476 Sunday-schools in 
the United States. A little over five percent of the 
Sunday-schools hold teachers’- meetings. In Canada 
the proportion was a little higher. At the best, after 
thirty-seven years with the Uniform Lessons, only 
one school out of twenty in North America maintained 
a teachers’- meeting. Even in Illinois, organized 
more than fifty years, the State report (1910) gives 
7,736 Sunday-schools with 1,099 teachers’ - meetings 
(less than fifteen percent). The percentage was 
somewhat higher in Massachusetts, New York, and 
Southern California. 

Under the most favorable conditions, therefore, 
fully nine-tenths of the Sunday-schools had nothing 
to lose by the introduction of Graded Lessons. 

The introduction of the Graded Lessons has not 
solved the problem, but it is helping to demand: a 
deeper study regarding the real- purpose of the 
teachers’ - meeting and how it may be strengthened in 
character and efficiency to help the greatest number. 

Because the usual teachers’- meeting gave:so little 
definite help to teachers of*the younger children, 
Primary Unions (now Graded} were organized in 
many cities. Just as these Graded Unions have 


changed their plans to meet the needs of the various 
departments, so a number of teachers’- meetings in 
individual churches have adopted similar plans. 

The strongest meetings never devoted the entire 
session to discussing the preparation and presentation 
of the lesson, The most helpful meetings divide 
into two periods : the first is general, with all teachers 
assembled for prayer and the discussion of plans and 
problems pertaining to the general interests of the 
school. Possibly a special topic is presented. The 
time is so utilized as to be made profitable and practi- 
cal to all the teachers. During the second period 
the teachers separate into as many groups as there 
are departments in the school, just as a Sunday-school 
divides for class-work. Each group of teachers is 
under the leadership of the superintendent of that 
department. By counsel, discussion, and study each 
group receives help adapted to its needs, (A church 
bulletin recently announced: ‘‘ Teachers’- Meeting, 
Friday,.8 P. M., in Four Groups.’’) If necessary 
the graded lesson is presented in each group. 

The weekly meeting is preferred. When that 
seems impossible, a longer monthly gathering has 
been held. In each group the purpose of the entire 
course of lessons for that department is considered, 
also the general theme or group of lessons for presen- 
tation the next month, and, lastly, how each separate 
lesson emphasizes the theme and the aim. 

In some cases where no general teachers’ - meeting 
existed the introduction of Graded Lessons has caused 
the teachers of a single department to meet to con- 
sider their special work. 

Even in small schools it is more valuable to discuss 
how adapted material may be best used to secure the 
desired results than to suggest how unsuited material 
may be adapted to the different grades. 

It is hoped that Graded Lessons will help to secure 
a large number of ‘gradéd teachers’ - meetings. —1/rs. 
Mary Foster Bryner, Chicago, Ill. 

* 


A Department Superintendent’s Work 


HE transition from circle to class teaching has 
seemed a little difficult to some, but in the use 
of the Graded Lessons there is a greater need of 

a department superintendent than ever before. 

It becomes necessary for the superintendent to 
study and know the work of all the grades, that 
she may intelligently direct the work. She should 
know that the relation of the individual lesson to the 
whole course is known to and kept in mind by the ~ 
teacher. 

The superintendent should supervise the teaching. 
That is, she should know that the teachers have made 
adequate preparation ; that they properly present the 
lessons ; that they are fitted for the work in hand ; 
that they study the needs of the children ; that they 
visit the homes ; in fact, the superintendent should 
see that the teachers get some conception of a teach- 
er’s opportunity, and that they grow in the work. 

The superintendent is responsible for the proper 
care and use of all material for her department. She 
should see that all things are in readiness each day. 
She should plan for the hand-work, advising with the 
elementary superintendent and with the teachers. She 
should see that everything is executed in the best way. 

Being relieved of the task of teaching, the superin- 
tendent has the privilege of devoting her attention to 
the more complete development of the opening and 
closing services. There is a- tendency to permit too 
much formality, or to overlook the unity and spirit 
of the service in that prayers, songs, and exercises are 
repeated without the thought of the purpose of it all. 

The superintendent should put her best efforts right 
here. Just think of all of the teaching about prayer 
that should be done! And the right conceptions of 
praise to be given! This is work that takes the 
thought, and heart, and life to accomplish. 

The embodiment of the spirit of reverence in the 
whole service requires definite action in the solution 
of many problems. It means that every item of the 


day's service should be noted and all disturbing ele- 
ments eliminated. ©The superintendent should secure 
the co-operation of every teacher, and work until all 
of these things are made permanent in the lives of the 
children.— Miss Margaret Ellen Brown, Lincoln, Neb. 
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‘LESSON 8. FEBRUARY I9. ELIJAH’S FLIGHT AND RETURN 


I Kings 18 : 41 to 19: 21. 


Commit verses I1-13 


Golden Text: They that wait for Jehovah shall renew their strength.—Isaiah 40 : 31 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT is it that most effectively and surely keeps 
W a man, and saves him, in his times of greatest 
peril and fiercest need in life? Is it, for ex- 
ample, the character that has been gradually and 
steadily building up in him through years of dis- 
ciplineand right-doing? Is it the ‘‘momentum” of 
years of the good record that he has had, in God's 
strength ? Is it his memory of his own personal ex- 
riences of God’s unfailing love and power? Is it the 
fifetime good habits that he has formed? Isitthe great 
mountain-top experiences of his spiritual life? Is it 
his faith in God fs 
Get the class to discuss this question freely, with- 
holding your own opinion. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Tue Situvation.—If ever a man was in awful peril, 

Elijah the man of God was now. Not in peril from 
ezebel : that was a trifling danger compared to this, 
hat was this new, greatest peril of his whole life ? 

Elijah was in danger from Aimse/f. The great, 
stalwart-faithed man of God had broken, gone to 
smash, and was committing moral suicide through 
the collapse of his faith. e needed help, and he 
needed it awfully. What was his help going to be? 
From which one of those various resources that we 
just discussed was his rescue going tocome? From 
his own character? He'd lost all confidence in him- 
self. From his past record? He [thought poh new 
that it had accomplished nothing. rom his habit of 
courage and victory? It had snapped like a pipe- 
stem. From his many experiences of God's love and 
power? They were in the past; they amounted to 
nothing as he saw things now. From his mountain- 
top experience of God’s victory over Baal? It had 
been short-lived, and now had collapsed. From his 
own faith? He-hadn’t any faith ; it was gone, gone. 

There is the desperate picture of one of the. great- 
est characters in all the Bible-history. We shall 
never find ourselves in a worse state than he was ; 
but we may find ourselves in as hopeless a one. 
What is the way out? What was Azs way out ? 

For a vivid realizing of Elijah’s state of mind and 
spirit, and also of the reasonableness of the way in 
which he was saved, the teacher should read Mr. 
Hall's remarkable ‘‘ Son of the Desert,” in this issue. 

Wuat CAaAvusep THE SiTuaTion.—Have the faith- 
testing, triumphant close of the Carmel victory (18 : 
41-46) clearly understood by the class, Elijah’s faith 


.was demanded to the very end, as Dr. Sanders’ 


first 6 paragraphs show. That sort of rain storm 
is described in Dr. Mackie’s 1st paragraph. The 
exultant run before the royal chariot seems t@ have 
been a supernatural burst of physicalpower. When 
aera was reached, it was about time for Elijah to 

gin to feel the terrific strain of all that he had been 
through, victory and triumph though it was. The 
naturalness of the reaction, and its foreshadowing of 
the Horeb experience, is shown in Mr. Ross’ 2d 
paragraph. . The last straw is the murderous ‘threat 
of the tyrant queen. Was shein earnest? Let the 
class answer; then give them the thought suggested 
in Professor Beecher’s comment on verses 1, 2, and 
in Mr. Ridgway’s 1st paragraph. 

There are times when we £now we are sure to be 
assailed by torturing doubt or depression or fear; 
and just after great spiritual or physical exertion is 
such a time. . But this is never a sufficient reason or 
excuse for going to pieces in an abandonment of 
faith and courage as Elijah did. Let us be unflinch- 
ingly clear on that point; for some day it may mean 
the difference between awful failure and superhuman 
success in our own life. To recognize the danger in 
advance, and to let Christ meet it for us when it 
comes, is to be saved from its disaster, 

Tue Hores Rescur.—However, Elijah did fail ut- 
terly in this assured crisis. Let the’class tell of the 
events that record his failure, at -Beersheba and at 
Horeb, and of God's part in the matter through it all. 
What proves Elijah’s collapse of faith ? 

Now show the class the meaning of the lesson that 
God taught him. Mr. Hall’s article helps in this; 
also Mr. Ross’ article, from the 3d paragraph to the 
end. A striking illustration out of Br. Grenfell’s ex- 

erience is givenin Mr. Pierson’s 1st paragraph. The 
esson in waiting is well brought out in the 6th para- 
graph of the ‘‘ Lesson Scenes.” Elijah’s new view of 
God, and of his methods and resources, is discussed 
in Dr. Sanders’ 9th paragraph. : 

Wuat Savep Exijan ?—Let us come back to the 
question that we discussed at the opening, and ask 
ourselves what was Elijah’s real hope in this perilous 
time, and what is our own. ~It was certainly none'of 


t And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah-had done, and withal 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then 
Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, caring, So let the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of 
one of them by to-morrow about this time. g And when he 
saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer- 
sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and, 
came and sat down under a ! juniper-tree : and he requested 
for himself that he might die, and said, It is enough ; now, O 
Jehovah, take away my life ; for I am not better than my fath- 
ers. 5 And he lay down and slept under a juniper-tree ; and, 
behold, an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and 
eat. 6 And he looked, and, behold, there was at his head a 
cake baken on the ? coals, and a cruse of water. And he did 
eat and drink, and laid him down again. 7 And the angel of 
Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and 
said, Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for thee. 
8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength 
re a food forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount 
of God. 

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, 
behold, the word of Jehovah came to him, and he said unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 10 And he said, I have 
been very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts ; for the chil- 
dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I 
only, am left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. 11 And 
he said, Go forth, and stand agen the mount before Jehovah. 
And, behold, Jehovah passed by, and a gteat and strong wind 
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before Jeho- 
vah ; but Jehovah was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake ; but Jehovah was not in the earthquake: 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire ; but Jehovah was not in the fire : 
and after the fire 8a still small voice. 13 And it was so, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and 
went out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, 
Elijah? 14 And he said, I have been very jealous for Jeho- 
vah, the God of hosts ; for the children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword ; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away. 

15 And Jehovah said unto him, Go, return on thy way * to 
the wilderness of Da-mas’cus: and when thou comest, thou 
shalt anoint Ha‘za-el to be king over Syria ; 16 and Jehu the 
son of Nim’shi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel ; and 
Elisha the son of Sha’phat of A-bel-me-ho’lah shalt thou anoint 
to be prophet in thy room. 

1 Or, dr00m-tree * Or, hot stones ®Heb. a sound of gentle still- 
ness. * Or, by the wilderness to 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 41.—What did Elijah mean by ‘sound of abund- 
ance of rain’’? (Beecher; Sanders, 4.) + 

Verse 3.—Ought Elijah to have stood his ground with- 
out fear ? (Beecher ; Ridgway, 1, 2.) 

Verse 4.—Why did Elijah pray for death ? (Beecher ; 
Ridgway, 4; Illustrations, 5; Lovett, 2, 3; Wells, 5; 
Sanders, 9.) 

Verse 6,—Was this provision miraculous? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 7.—What journey is referred to? (Beecher.) 

Verse 9.—Is it known how the word of Jehovah was 
revealed to Elijah at this time? Was Elijah wrong in hav- 
ing gone to Horeb? (Beecher; Ridgway, 1, 2; Sanders, 8.) 

Verse 11.—What is meant by the statement ‘‘ Jehovah 
passed by ’’ ? (Beecher. ) 

Verses 11, 12,—How was it made known that Jehovah 
was not in these violent demonstrations ? (Beecher; Koss, 3. ) 

Verse 15.—What was the distance to the wilderness of 
Damascus? What else is known about Hazael? (Beecher.) 

Verse 16.—What else is known about Jehu and Elisha? 
(Beecher, 2d paragraph, and on v. 16.) 

Verse 17.—Who were meant to be slain ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 20.—Did Elijah disclaim having called Elisha? 
(Beecher. ) 


& 








the things that were suggested in that first paragraph. 
Just one thing stood in the way of the eternal wreckin 
of Elijah’s life: and that was the faithfulness of God. 

Elijah’s failure was his loss of faith; but even that 
did not destroy God's faithfulness. God stays by a 
man, even when his faith totters and falls. Just fol- 
low out God’s acts of faithfulness, from the time 
Elijah left Jezreel until the new commissions were 
entrusted to him. 

Therein is our great hope, our only hope: the faith- 
fulness of God in Christ. When we have let every- 
thing go in a passion of abandonment, God has not 
let us go. hen Peter did this one night, with 
oaths and curses, Jesus Christ held him with the 
faithfulness of his look, and brought him back to 
himself. ‘*What if some were without faith? shall 
their want of faith make of none effect the faithful- 
ness of God? God forbid” (Rom. 3:3, 4). Every- 
thing in us that we have counted sure and trustwor- 
thy may fail, and we may utterly fail God; but God 
never failsus. If one has given himself to God, then 
God's faithfulness, not man’s faith, is the pledge of 
safe-keeping. Let us remember this and praise the 
Father in gratitude for his steadfast patience and his 
longsuffering, all-holding love. 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D, 


IME.—The months following events of last lesson, 
whether you make the date 858 B.C. or gog. 
Persons.—The two great leaders of the Jeho- 
vah prophet party in northern Israel. See the Lesson’s 
Bible Dictionary for February 5. Elijah was a great 
man, with marked ability for leadership, but his con- 
cenpeneesn doubtless yes him as queer. In par- 
ticular they noted his habit of disappearing from time 
to time (1 Kings 18:12; 2 Kings 2: 15-18; comp. 
1 Kings 17, and the lesson). He was also noted for 
his rough garb and his abruptness of speech. Elisha 
on the other hand was a man of wealth, and appar- 
ently of culture and of diplomatic presence. Years 
before the incident of the lesson he was, as we have 
seen, a distinguished prophet, itinerating in the re- 
gions southeast of Carmel, a man whose word woitld 
go with the king or the general of the army, a man of 
personal charm (2 Kings 4). His experience pre- 
pared hint for the call to leadership. ery signifi- 
cant as to his character is the fact, appearing from 
the lesson and from the second chapter of 2 Kings, 
that he insisted in regarding his call to leadership as 
a call to be the attendant and nurse of his strange 
and infirm senior colleague. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

18: 41.— The sound of abundance of rati: 
Now that Ahab has punished the prophets of Baal, 
and thus virtually put a stop to the persecution of the 
adherents of Jehovah, Elijah is sure that the rain 
will come—so sure that he seems already to hear it. 

Verse 46.—Ran before Ahab: Elijah is now the 
humble subject of Ahab, and no longer the defiant 
representative of the King of Kings. 

19 : 1-2.—/ezebel sent... unto Elijah: Why should 
she warn him, thus giving him an apenreenty to es- 
cape? Possibly she was afraid of the consequences 
in case she killed him, and therefore preferred to try 
to frighten him away.—So /et the gods do to me: 
She makes her oath a broad one, swearing by any 
gods that any one may happen to recognize. 

Verses 3-4.—He ... went for his life: Was this 
simply prudent conduct, or was it the cowardly act of 
a man weighed down by the depression that follows 
an abnormal strain? The record does not specify. 
—Beersheba: He went south, across the realm of 
Jehoshaphat, to the confines of the wilderness.— 
Left his servant there: He intended to disappear, 
and wanted no one with him.—Reguested... that he 
might die: He was a prey to depression. 

erses 5-8.—A cake baken on the coals: Was it 
supernatural ? or was some one caring for him and 
keeping out of sight ? The record does not say.— 7he 
Journey; Either that which he has just made, or that 
which he is about to make.—/m the strength of that 
food ds’ days: He was less than 200 miles from 
Horeb. Picture him not as going there directly, but 
as wandering. 

Verses 9-10.—The word of Jehovah came: In the 
manner described in the details that follow. Either 
with or without an audible voice Jehovah made him 
conscious of the message.— What doest thou here? 
Compassionate inquiry rather than severe rebuke. 

Verses 11-14. — Jehovah passed by : Manifested 
himself in the gigantic, forces of nature.—No# in the 
wind... earthquake... fire: These were wonder- 
ful, but did not meet the need of the prophet’s soul. 

Verses 15-18.— Wilderness of Damascus: Part of 
the great wilderness region, the part nearest Damas- 
cus; perhaps 400 miles from Horeb by the eastern 
route.—Hazae/l... Jehu... Elisha: See 2 Kings 
chapters 2-10.— 7he sword of Hazael,.etc : The 
threatened slaughters in idolatrous Israel are here 
mentioned in climacteric order, not in the order of 
time. Hazael is a foreign enemy; Jehu will slaugh- 
ter his countrymen instead of protecting them; the 
mild prophet Elisha will instigate the slaughter in- 
stead of preventing it. Elijah, however, is mistaken 
in saying that he is the only faithful one. 

Verses 19-21.—Cast his mantle upon him: Pre- 
sumably the anointing of verse 16. For the symboli- 
cal meaning use a concordance and look up passages 
that speak of clothing a person, or of garments or a 
mantle (for example Judg. 6: 34; 2 Chron. 24: 20; 2 
Kings 2: 8, 13, 14). The thing indicated is not Eli- 
sha’s call to be a prophet, but his call to succeed Eli- 
jah as leader.—/ will follow thee: Asa disciple, but 
also as a personal attendant (v. 21; 2 Kings 3: 11, 2: 
I-12),—Go back again: Elijah is not willing to accept 
his ministration; but Elisha persists, and  Meadiae 
Elijah is attended not by a servant whom he can 
leave at Beersheba, but by a responsible companion 
who will never fail him. 


Ausurn, N.Y. 
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The Education of a Prophet 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


HE power of this story lies, in part, in its vivid 
faithfulness to peyehategions truth, Elijah was 
a man subject to like passions as we are ; ‘‘ We 
never see Elijah,” says Dr. Whyte, ‘‘that he is not 
subject to some passion or other,—a passion of scorn 
and contempt ; a passion of anger and revenge ; a 
passion of sadness and despair ; a passion of preach- 
ing ; a passion of prayer.” ‘He was a Mt. Sinai of 
a man; a man with a heart like a thunderstorm.” 

Now to such a man there must have come a terri- 
ble reaction after the strain of that long day of soli- 
tary defiance on Carmel, and the ghastly eventide of 
bloody carnage. While the Baal-priests had yelled, 
and danced, and gashed themselves, Elijah had been 
calm, cool, and scornful. _ But when these same men 
lay stark and still in death, the tension of the day’s 
terrific work began to tell. It seemed as if the frenzy 
had passed over from the false prophets to the true : 
and the passion of slaughter cquld not abate it. The 
shrieking of the Baal-priests had been silenced in 
death ; but the silence was more insupportable to 
Elijah than the pagan cries had been ; and there was 
already the elemer.t of flight in that mad race before 
the chariot of Ahab to Jezreel. Nor was there rest 
there for the panting Peay me Around him no soul 
spoke in sympathy. On the slopes of Carmel, and in 
the assion of the slaughter, Jehovah seemed tri- 
emphing and Baal himself in the throes of death ; 
but here in Jezreel is only a ‘sound of thin silence,” 
the cold look of a dazed and unfriendl eekes and 
the menace of death. The Lord’h n sensibly 
present in the turmoil and the storm and the fire of 
Carmel ; he was horribly absent from this dread 
stillness. Oh, to escape to God, to get nearer his 
heart, to see the God of Israel, of Moses, of the right- 
eous Law! So the weary limbs were goaded for the 
lon ae bag! A to Horeb,—Sinai,—the mount of God. 

appily the overstrained mind and body were re- 
freshed on the way by sleep and by nourishment 
providentially afforded, else the tired and despairing 
servant of God had possibly never reached the 
heaven-kissing mountain whence had issued the 
stream of his people’s religion. As it was, the re- 
covery of some equilibrium of mind is marked by the 
self-enquiry (behind which the prophet recognizes the 
remonstrance of God) ‘‘What am I doing here?” 
The vexed spirit would fain justify itself, and goes 
monotonously over its refrain of petulant complaint. 
Suddenly a tempest breaks on Sinai, and the moun- 
tain seemis to shiver, and the lightnings flash, The 
storm reflects thé prophet’s mood laden with tem- 
estuous memories, and reflecting relieves it: such 
is the subtle sympathy between nature and man. 
But after the storm, a holy stillness falls,—‘‘ the 
sound of a gentle silence” (Delitzsch has the beauti- 
ful suggestion that it was the breath of the fragrance 
of the wind-swept flowers) : and the quieted soul of 
the prophet found God in that holy peace. 

And now as he meditated with covered head in 
reverent quietude, Elijah began to think out again 
the meaning of these late excitements and this his so 
fruitful retreat. He tested the old formula of petu- 
lance, but it would not answer. He could not now 
unsee, what he had come to see, that God works out 
his will not only, nor so much, in tempestuous crises 
of conflict, as through the still, slow-moving, per- 
suasive movement of his ubiquitous spirit. God Aad 
been after all in that dread stillness in Jezreel that 
followed the tempest of Carmel. There was all the 
time, though the prophet in his passion had over- 
looked it, a genuine if as yet non-vocal spiritual re- 
sponse in the land : there were thousands, he began 
to see, still faithful to Jehovah. Elijah had so per- 
mitted the pollutions of Samaria and the royal court 
to fill the field of his mind that he had lorgetten 
(much as we do when we hastily judge France by 
giddy ha | the body of ansullied piety in the rural 
districts, e began to feel that he needed to lean 
on this rural piety, and he resolved to search for a 
young countryman to be his friend and colleague. 
And as for the corrupt dynasty, —the God whose proc- 
esses of working he now saw were slow and sure 
would use an alien hand for his punitive work. 

So the chastened and re-inspired prophet emerges 
from this amazing discipline, purer, loftier, more pa- 
tient. We shall see that he has lost nothing of his 
capacity for righteous indignation : and to the end 
he remains essentially the ecstatic hero: but he has 
become the kindly, companionable man of God and 
friend of the people, though always a little sadly 
apart and preoccupied, as the pioneers in religion are 
apt to be. 

He had begun by testing God in the field of nature: 
he found him, most impressively, in the realm of 
spirit. He began by associating him with the un- 
usual, the catastrophic: he found him later in the 
ordinary, the unobtrusive. He began in his heat for 
Jehovah, in a passion of haste: he learned tocontrol 
that fire and wait for the patient working out of God’s 
holy plans. From the natural to the spiritual : from 
the outward to the inward : from storm to calm :—it 
is a recapitulation of the story of religion, of our 
own individual and collective progress in the knowl- 
edge of God and of his ways. ‘The hot idealism of 
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youth ote way to the calmer view of the broad 
work of God appropriate to the experience of maturer 
years. The tempests of triumph and despair, the 
alternations of fierce strength and exhausted faith 

ive place to the more even flow of steady confidence 
in the fulfilment of God's — plans. But let us not 
forget, however, that it is only those who like Elijah 
stand always before God whom his taming gentle- 
ness makes truly great. 


Bryn Mawr, Pa, 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-Amdrican Congregation in Beyrout 


See there ariseth a cloud out of the sea, as 
smali as a man's hand (18 : 44). From time 
to time a precise recurrence of what is here 
narrated is seen in Syria. Before the autumn rains 
at the end of September there is often a week or two 

of hot, dry wind from the eastern desert, the scorch- 
ing heat being very oppressive to all animal and 
vegetable life. Finally, and without any warning, 
one evening about sunset a small cloud of cool, 
moist gray appears pron secerigaaa! | on the distant 
sea-horizon to the southwest. t rapidly grows 
larger, and throws off other clouds, which grow 

darker in color as they are driven forward a 
strong wind from the southwest, the rainy quarter 
in Palestine. In afew hours the whole sky is over- 
cast, the wind strikes the land and sets the fallen 
leaves and thistle-down flying over the fields, while 
the mutter of distant thunder is heard and lightning 
flashes from the dark masses of cloud. The sants 
hasten to gather in the figs and grapes that are 
being dried. for winter use, for they know that the 
long-expected ‘‘ early rain” is at hand. 

here was at his head a cake baken on the coals, 
and acruse of water (19 : 6). A primitive way of 
baking bread still in use among the peasants and 
pian gent tribes is to scoop out a hollow in the ground 
and to lay some large pebbles over the bottom part 
of the hollow. Thistles and thorns are burnt over 
them, and the ashes are brushed aside when a suffi- 
cient amount of heat has been developed and the flat 
circular loaves are then baked upon the stones. An 

Arabic rhyming proverb, descriptive of peace and 
lenty, says, .‘‘ The bread is baked and the water is 
in the cruse.” 

Every mouth which hath not kissed him (v. 18). 
Thus, men and women passing a church touch the 
wall with the hand and put their fingers to their lips. 

With twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelfth (v. 19). he arable land belonging toa 
village used to be allocated by the elders to the 
various inhabitants. It is not necessary to suppose 
that Elisha was also in charge of the other oxen. 
With the exception of the iron point or share, the Ori- 
ental plow is made of wood, and this, with yoke and 
goad, formed the instruments used as fuel. 


4 
For Discouraged Workers 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


R. Wilfred Grenfell of Labrador tells of his rev- 
erie one night as he sat watching beside a sick 
child. The cold, barren Labrador offered no 

comforts for the body; the missionary was worn out 
by long journeys and nightly vigils; the fight against 
greedy merchants in Newfoundland had only just 
begun ; there were.no sympathetic fellow-workers in 
whom he could confide ; the Christians in Labrador 
were few and far between,and those in England and 
the States seemed to have forgotten the missionary’s 
existence. Efforts were being made by evil-doers to 
drive him out of the country. Was it any wonder 
that the thought came: ‘After all, is it worth 
while? Why not leave these people to themselves, 
and go home to England where friends and comforts 
are waiting? What is this sick boy to me—one 
whom I never saw till yesterday? Is it worth while 
fighting out the battle in this great lone land of ice 
and snow?” Just then there was a stir in the cot, a 
little cough, and the sick boy’s large eyes turned 
toward the doctor and a smile lighted up the pale face. 
A still, small voice seems to say : ‘‘ It is worth while. 
‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of these least, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Lo,-I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the age.’” 
God himself is the great physician for wearied and 
discouraged workers. How often he has given the 
rescription that he gave to Elijah: (1) Rest and 
ood and change of scene for the tired body and 
mind ; (2) a new vision of Himself, with reassurance 
as to his presence, purpose, and power ; (3) a new 
commission to carry out; (4) the promise of sym- 
pathetic companionship, and another to carry on the 
work ; (5) a revelation of the hosts of true followers 
who have not bowed to Baal ; (6) and finally, when 
the burden proves too heavy for the wornout body, 
there is the promise of the Home-going. 
Broox yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sprinter.— A had told Jezebel (v.1). And Jeze- 
bel did the rest. The masterful woman decided the 
reformation should go no farther. She knew Elijah. 
Did she intend to kill him? Why send the message 
then? ‘‘ Barkin’ dog never bites.” ‘ Yes,” said 
Uncle Rastus, at the gate facing the dog, ‘but 
yer ain’t er knowin’ when he’s gwine ter stop 

rkin’.” There is nothing smarter than an ‘able 
woman. Killing Elijah would make him a martyr. 
Running him out of town would make him ridicu- 
lous—and faith-less (Deut. 31: 6). Never get scared 
or mad and quit. Stand your ground, fight it out, 
lose or win. I am writing this in 1909 at Atlantic 
City, where the decent people are fighting an open 
Sunday. ‘No use,” say some. Shall the decent 
folks get mad and run? The man who don’t know 
how to run is the winner out. Who ever saW a bull- 
dog with a tin kettle to his tail! A bulldog isn’t built 
torun. He is built to hold on. So is a Christian. 
But when the Christian lets go of God and starts to 
run he keeps going. Poor, rattled Elijah! 


The Break.— He arose, and went for his uife (v. 3). 
‘*When he saw.” Peter (Matt. 14: 30). Behold the 
hero of Carmel! Your failure is just next door to 
your success. Every mortal needs God constantly. 
An instant let-go of Heaven may be disastrous. Eli- 
jah's presence neversoimportantas now. The seven 
thousand would havecome forth. His influence never 
recovered this break. The chance never came to him 
again. God forgave him as a son, but never rein- 
stated him as a workman. Many earthly fathers 
have had todo the same. Notice that the failures of 
the Bible saints were just where we would expect 
them strongest. Abraham the liar. Moses the rash. 
David the lecherous. John the vindictive. Peter 
the faithless. Where is your breaking-point? We 
still have some Elijahs. Men who can do the Mt. 
Carmel. But only skedaddlers down in the valley. 
The world needs Jezebel-facers more than Baalim- 
killers. Not killing a few grog-shops in the county, 
but scotching the ‘‘ Organization ” at the capital, will 
save the state. Not blazing forth in the prayer- 
meeting, but standing up against the pressure of 
wickedness in the mill. 


In the Desert.—Axn angel touched him(v.5). A 
commander-in-chief on earth would have court-mar- 
tialed and shot him. His commander-in-chief in 
heaven sends a messenger to give him the angel 
touch.. Fellows, that’s the kind of a God we have— 
don’t you love him! (Jer. 31:3.) What a row you 
made when the waiter made a little mistake. When 
the store-girl misunderstood your order. How you 
‘*tore out” your helper down at the mill when he 
shut off the gas—*‘ fired him,” they said of you. Yet 
God, when you make mistakes, sends his angel to 
touch you as an earnest of his love. What, George, 
you ‘‘never felt one”? Angel touches are as plenty 
as Christian hands. These winter nights hundreds 
of angel hands are outstretched in all our great cities. 
Visit any mission or Salvation Army barracks and 
you'll see. No scolding for Elijah. 


From Carmel to Horeb.—/, even J only, am left 
(v. 10). Elijah not the last man to get that I-dea into 
his head. It is a dangerous thing to get. When you 
are sure you are the only mechanic in the shop, the 
only salesman in the firm, the only worker in the 
church, you are ready for an earthquake revelation, 
and pretty sure to get it. Who would ever have 
guessed the lion of Mt. Carmel would become the calf 
of Mt. Horeb. Elijah had the blues. When a fellow 
runs away from duty and life the blues are sure to hit 
him. The man whois up against the world to make 
it better doesn’t have time for any indigo exercise. 
Elijah lost the sense of God’s presence, and found 
himself a rattled weakling (Psa. 27: 1). Sodoes every 
man. Examine the wrecks of men, and here is the 
broken axle or misplaced switch. Examine the suc- 
cesses of men, and in the sense of God’s presence 
and guidance is the hundred-pound rails upon which 
they come rolling into the depot. 


Life.—A/fter the fire a still small voice (v. 12). 
‘*Voiceful silence.” After blazing Elijah came plow- 
man Elisha. Down at Washington not the ** pitch- 
forks”’ nor the ‘‘ orators,” but those silent senators. 
Not the showy man who takes his automobile and 
rolls up the avenue, but that quiet little fellow who 
pays his nickel and hangs to the strap. The showy 
man may die, or pass; the chief clerk mustn’t, Not 
the Wednesday evening voice which tells us what we 
ought to do, but the voiceless ones who go and do 
things. When Jesus came the Jews were looking for 
an Hlijah that would overthrow Rome ata blow (why, 
I don’t know, for Elijah didn’t overthrow anything). 
But God came in the still small voice of mountain, 
lakeside, and gentle ministry—and has conquered 
the world. God doesn’t sweep away idolatry by torna- 
does. God doesn’t strike sinners dead by the artillery 
of heaven. He strikes them alive by that still small 
voice (John 10: 10). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 





LESSON FOR FEB. 169 (: Kings 18 : 41 to 19 : 21) 


The IMustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's Teogh calendar, will be sent for a two- 
vent stamp. 


in Patience.— Go again seven 
times (v. 43). One night into Water Street 
Mission there came a ragged bum, He knelt 
at the altar, Hadley took him, got him 
cleaned up, and gave him a suit of clothes 
and a job. Ina few days ‘the Major ’’ had 
pawned his clothes and was back at the altar 
again. For many times Hadley helped the 
man, but it seemed useless. One night he 
said, ‘‘ Get out, and don’t come back any 
more.’’? ‘I will,’? the Major replied. That 
night Hadley couldn’t sleep. He heard the 
Lord saying, ‘‘ Didn’t I ive you when 
ou were worse than the Major?’’ At last 
. went to prayer-meeting, confessed «his 
wrong, and went out in search for the Major. 
He could not find the wanderer. Toward 
the end of the meeting in came ‘** the Major,”’ 
clothed in burlap. Hadley threw his arms 
about him and asked his forgiveness. That 
night the Major was converted ; and, when 
he died, over four hundred men dropped a 
white flower on his casket as a token of the 
new life that the Major had led them to. It 
pays to look seven times seven to see if God 
does not answer our prayers.—X. Wilbur 
Babcock, Downers Grove, lil. From ‘**Down 
in Water Street” adapted. 


Waiting in Prayer.— 7hey that wait 
(Golden Text). Two little girls said their 
prayers together one night ; at the close one 
jumped right up on her bare feet, but the 
other knelt quietly by the white bed. 
‘What were you waiting for, sister?’’ 
**I was listening for God to answer,’’ said 
her sister. ‘*Don’t you remember Miss 
Josepha said we musn’t hurry over our 
prayers? She said that it was like the little boy 
that knocked at her door once, and then ran 
away before she could open it. So now I 
always wait to see if God wants to.say any- 
thing to me.’’ _ ‘‘ Did he say anything to you 
to-night, sister ?’’ asked the other looking 
startled, ‘You know,’’ was the answer in 
a low tone, ‘‘we said, ‘God bless all my 
friends,’ and right away I thought of Sadie 
Burwel, cause we had a fuss to-day; and 
while I waited God said, ‘Tell her you are 
sorry.’ °*—Anna L. Dreyer, Tabor, Lowa. 


The Far-Off Look.—TZiey that wait for 
oo shall renew their strength (Golden 

ext). A literary lady once consulted an 
occulist with regard to a trouble in her eyes. 
The oculist said, ** Madam, your eyes are 
tired, you need to restthem. Have you any 
wide views from your house ?’’ ‘Oh, yes, 
from the front porch I can see the noble peaks 
of the Blue Ridge; from the rear windows | 
can look out upon the glorious Allegheny foot- 
hills.’” ** Very well, that is just what you need. 
When your eyes feel tired, look steadily at 
the mountains for ten minutes—twenty would 
be better, The far look will rest your eyes.’’ 
The ‘far look ’’— off toward the hills of 
heaven—would bring rest and renewed in- 
vigoration to many a now weary believer, 
overborne with work and distracted with 
care.—Mary E£. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 
From the Record of Christian Work. 


What Is Pluck ?—And when he saw that, 
he arose, and went for his life (v. 3). A 
prize was offered once for the best definition 
of ‘‘pluck.’? The definition that won the 
prize said, ‘‘ Pluck is fighting with the scab- 
bard after the sword is broken.’? What a 
picture in a single sentence.— Wiliam J. 
Hart, D. D., Utica, N. Y. From Quiet 
Talks on Service, by S. D. Gordon. 


The Father’s Shadow.— He requested for 
himself that he might die(v. 4). As, whena 
father in a garden stoops down to kiss a child 
the shadow of his body falls upon it, so many 
of the dark misfortunes of our life are not God 
going away from us, but our heavenly Father 
stooping down to give us the kiss of his infi- 
nite and everlasting love.—A/ta F. Silsby, 
Everett, Mass. Quotation from T. DeWitt 
Talmage. The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Where to Find the Angels.— 4x ange/ 

. . Said, ... Arise and eat(v. 5). Beware 
how you talk about ‘ bribing people with 
loaves and fishes,’’ lest you libel the angels 
of God and even the Lord of the angels. It 
is a work which is reckoned fit for an angel, 
to get a dinner for a hungry man; and it 
tay guide us in our search for God’s angels. 


Do not think of them only as about the 
throne, singing rapturous hymns and having 
golden h Look for them among the 
savory smells of the soup kitchen ; there, 
too, it may be in white robes. Search for 
them superintending penny dinners for hun- 
gry children at the Board schools, God’s 
angels are not sentimental creatures who can 
only sing ; they.can cook a digestible dinner 
and find their heaven in seeing a hungry man 
eat it.— V.. Hetherington, Plumstead, Eng. 
Quotation from Mark Guy Pearse. 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


we thank thee for thy sustaining presence in our 
times of depression. Our failures rest heavily 
upon us. They poison our springs of hope. 
And even when thou hast enabled us to win a 
gteat victory, we are prone to yield to the 
weaknesses of outspent y and mind. How 
good it is then to rest in thee, to wait in patience 
as thou dost restore the wear and the waste by 
thine own indwelling! O Christ, thou who art 
our life, may we hold to higher levels of un- 
troubled faith and unbroken courage, through 
thy grace and power. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A Christian business 
man of long experience and great faith said 
to a younger man who went to him for ad- 
vice, in a time of perplexity: ‘‘ When I am 
in the fog, I just anchor, and wait until the 
fog clears.’? There is need sometimes for 
simple waiting, in quiet faith, for our fogs to 
clear, for the reappearance of buoys and 
landmarks, and the sun in the heavens, 
Work is by no means the whole cure for 
downheartedness, Waiting is often the high- 
est duty and means of blessing within our 
reach. In Isaiah, chapter forty, verse thirty- 
one—what chapter, and verse ?—is a Golden 
Text indeed. Will you say it? Yes, many 
of us knew the verse. But let us repeat it 
once more. Again, That’s better. And 
‘what is the condition that leads to all the 
uplift of that verse? Yes, waiting. But 
can it be that out of such a quiet duty as that 
anything desirable can come? Surely! For 
God goes on in his infinite love, pouring into 
our weary souls his own strength according 
tothe measure of our needs. See, then, the 
outcome !. Waiting on Jehovah brings what? 





WAITING ON JEHOVAH 
BRINGS 
RENEWED STRENGTH 

POWER TO RISE 
UNTIRING EFFORT 
DAILY ENDURANCE 











What a wealth of blessing there! Have 





you been impatient, unnerved, depressed, 


| because you have felt alone in your work, 


# your temptations? Let me read to you that 


| wonderful twenty-eighth verse of the fortieth 
| chapter of Isaiah. And we are Ais, Why 
not let him control completely ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** God is the refuge of his saints."’ 

‘* Oft in danger, oft in wo." 

** Saviour, teach me, Gay by day."’ 
**O help us Lord, each hour of need.” 
** Go, labor on ; spend and be spent.” 
‘* Thou art my hiding place, O Lord."’ 
“ Tarry with me, O my Saviour.”’ 

** I could not do without Thee.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 13 : 1-5 (19 : 1-5). 

Psalm 77 : 1-5 (456 : 1-4). 

Psalm 56 : 1-4 (115 : 1-3). 

Psalm 43 : 1-5 (89: a 

Psalm 143 : 1-8 (305 : 1-4). 
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Lesson Home-Readings 
eect under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee.) 


M.—t1 Kings 18 : 41-46 . Elijah Running Before 
Ahab 


ab. 

T.—1 Kings 19 : 1-8 . Elijah under the Juniper 
Tree. 

W.—1 Kings 19 : 9-14 . The Lord in the Still, 
Small Voice. 


T.—1 Kings 19 : 15-21. . . Message and New 


Ministrant. 

F.—Num. 11: 1-15 . The Despairing Appeal of 
Moses. 

S. —Psa. 73 : 1-28 . ‘‘My Flesh and my Heart 
Faileth."’ 

S.—Psa. 38 : 1-22 . . My Groaning is not Hid 





from ‘Thee. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


The stereographs, less than four in one order, 
are 20 cents each. The February lessons call 
for four stereographs ; cost, 67 cents. ‘Ihe first 
quarter's lessons call for thirteen stereographs ; 
cost, $2.17. Forty-five different places will be 
visited during 1911 ; the forty-five stereographs 
cost $7.50, and if ordered at one time a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case will be given free. 
Thirteen places visited in 1910 are revisited in 
IgII, so persons already owning the 1910 mate- 
rial need order only thirty-two new stereo- 
graphs this year, or only eight for the first 
quarter. The stereoscope costs 85 cents. Ex- 
press or gy is prepaid. Orders should be 
sent to e Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A™ good map of the Sinai peninsula 
shows you mountains filling its south- 
ern end. About fifty miles straight 
inland (north) from the extreme southern point 
of the peninsula is a height locally known as 
Mount St. Catharine. Ifyou stand on the 
precipitous northern side of Mount St. Cath- 
arine and look northward, you find at your 
feet a deep, ragged valley, with steep rocky 
slopes reaching up from it at right and left. 
A mountain brook has at some time gone 
zigzagging down the valley, but the bed is 
dry now. A huge, irregular ridge of rocks 
and barren soil stands up beyond the lower 
end of the brook-bed, and beyond that a 
much higher ridge—almost all bare, reddish 
brown rock—piles its cliffs in a lofty peak 
far up against the sky. It looks as if the 
very highest point of all might give only a 
few rods’ space on which to stand. 

Over one of the lower shoulders of that 
commanding peak you catch just a glimpse 
of an open valley; then beyond the open 
space other strange, stern heights stand, one 
beyond another, till their grimly splendid 
contours soften into vagueness in the warm 
haze of the distance. 

What you see is the very country where 
Elijah came in the dejection of seeming fail- 
ure, to seek the God who had spoken to 
Moses out of flame and thundercloud. That 
tallest peak, whose sharp point is marked so 
grandly against the sky, is believed by most 
authorities to be where Moses received the 
commandments of Jehovah while the Israel- 
ites, wondering and trembling, waited at 
their camp down in the plain beyond. 

It had been in consuming drought and in 
leaping flame and in descending torrents of 
tempestuous storm that Elijah had most 
clearly seen the Lord during his struggle 
with Ahab over in Samaria, Away out here, 
where the earth has almost no gracious 
gentleness of vegetation, but stands gaunt and 
rigid and stern to face hurricane and thunder- 
bolt, ascetic Elijah hoped to get nearer to 
God, even close to God’s heart. And he did 
find himself close to God, for God’s heart 
reaches everywhere! But an unexpected 
revelation came to him here—the revelation 
that God is willing to take time for the ful- 
filment of a great purpose. Though he 
might do all things through the medium of 
one single overwhelming lightning-flash. 
he often chooses, in spite of man’s im- 
patient, even exasperated ardor, to wait and 
let things grow. 

To see the place for yourself, use a stereo- 
graph entitled ‘“Mount of Moses, where the 
Law was given to Israel’s leader.”’ 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


GENERAL THEME.—Right-doing pleases 
God and ts rewarded. (Because Elijah had 
used all his strength in doing right, God 
sent his angel and came himself to comfort 
and stréngthen him for more work. See the 
Golden Text). 


OTE.—To-day’s lesson illustrates ene 
of the strongest features of a good 
story, the rhythmic, accumulative repe- 

tition, so attractive to children, Twice comes 
the message, ‘‘ Arise and eat.’’ Twice God 
asks, ‘* What doest thou here, Elijah ?’’ Twice 
Elijah gives the sameanswer. But the grand- 
est portion describes the wind, the earthquake, 
the fire— then the still small voice. Use the 
majestic Scripture language. 

As in previous lessons the important details 
may be portrayed upon the sand-table. 

Introductory Story. — Because Mildred 
wanted to be helpful she thought she would 
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surprise her mother by having the table 
nicely set for supper when her mother came 
from down-town, Mildred tried to carry so 
many dishes at one time that half of them fell 
to the floor and broke, Poor Mildred carried 
the pieces to the kitchen, but she couldn’t 
aoe crying. She didn’t feel like playing 
with the neighbor children out-of-doors, so 
she sat on the bottom step of the back stairs, 
with her head against the wall, and cried 
until her eyes were red and swollen. She 
heard her mother come in, but didn’t run to 
meet her. She heard her call, ‘* Mildred, 
Mildred, where are you?”’ but she didn’t 
answer. Her mother went up the front stairs to 
pat her things away, then came down the 

ack stairs, and found the lonely little 

irl on the step. Mother said, ‘‘ Why, Mil- 

red, what are you doing here?’’ Mildred 
burst out crying, but soon told what had hap- 
pened. Her mother said, ** Never mind, you 
tried to help. We can buy some more 
dishes.’?’ Then she picked Mildred up and 
kissed her, She bathed her face, and pretty 
soon Mildred felt comforted and began to 
smile. I think all mothers comfort their 
children now and then. Sometimes grown 
people have trouble, and feel lonely and 
sad. The Heavenly Father says, ‘‘ Just asa 
mother comforteth, so I will comfort you” 
(Isa. 66:13). Elijah, the strong prophet, 
needed comfort one time. 

Review,—He had tried to be helptul, and 
do right. He had bravely carried God’s 
message about the rain to King Ahab. He 
had stood alone by God’s altar when 450 
prophets of Baal were against him and he had 
won the victory, (Recall briefly.) He 
prayed and watched for the rain. Then, 
when black clouds gathered, he ran many 
miles before King Ahab’s chariot to the 
king’s city, 

Lesson Story.—Elijah was very tired and 
needed rest. But soon a messenger came 
from Ahab’s wicked queen to tell Elijah that 
she meant to kill him the next day (King 
Ahab had told her what had happened on 
Mount Carmel, and she was very angry). 

Tired as he was, Elijah thought that he must 
hurry uway to save his life. On and on he went 
with his servant, way beyond Ahab’s part of 
the. country. 

Where was Elijah? He felt so discouraged 
that he wanted to be alone, so leaving his 
servant he went another day’s journey into 
the lonely desert. At last he sat down 
to rest in the shade of a juniper or broom- 
tree. (Tell of his desire to die and God’s 
loving provision of food, drink and rest, be- 
sides an angel to comfort him, verses 4-8), 

When Elijah reached the great mountain 
he was not afraid, for he was used to lone- 
ly places. He found a cave in which he 
stayed, ,until God’s voice said to him, 
** What doest thou here, Elijah?’’ He had 
rested long enough and had grown stronger 
again, God had other work for Elijah to do 
and showed him wonderful things to prove 
that he would help him. (Make vivid, vs. 
11-14. The picture shows Elijah on the 
Mount.) 

God told him to go back, the long, long 
journey and to choose some new helpers. 
To encourage Elijah, God said, You are 
not the only man who loves God. ‘ There 
are 7000 in Israel, who have never worshiped 
the idol Baal’’ (recall! Psa. 115 : 4-8). 

Elijah felt better as he began the long 
journey. One day he found some men 
plowing a field with twelve yoke of oxen 
following each other round the field. As 
the last man came along, Elijah knew that 
he was to be his helper. As he passed, Eli- 
jah took off his loose cloak or mantle, and 
threw it over the man’s shoulder. The man 
was willing to go, and in a little while this 
new friend, Elisha, was ready to travel with 
Elijah and be his helper and friend, Elijah 
was never so lonely again. 

For older children, Elijah might be com- 
pared to Washington or Lincoln, willing to 
do hard, brave deeds to help his country. 

Home-work: Ask father or mother to help 
you to write the names of these two friends, 
and be ready to tell me next Sunday what 
you like best about Elijah and Elisha. 


Cuicaco, ILL. 
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The Primary Department, by Ethel /. 
Archibald, discusses all the n2cessary phases 
of a primary teacher’ s problems and work,and 
outlines programs for the various exercises 
of the class for special occasions, such as 
Christmas and Easter. The book contains 
five illustrations, and is published by The 





Sunday School Times Co., at 50 cents. 








Overwhelming 
Majority 


FOR THE 


REVISED BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
Episcopal Church 


adopted a resolution in favor of 
the permissive use of the Revised 
Version. The 


American Standard 
Bible 
Edited by the American Revision Committee 


is the standard text book used in 
41 universities, 44 theological semi- 
naries, 68 colleges, the International Sun- 
day School Publications of all the great 
denominations, and the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association. 

We have the most complete line of 
Bibles in existence, ‘lext, Reference, Con- 
}cordance, Scholars’, Teachers’ and Pulpit 
Editions, and ‘lestaments, and Psalms, in 
all sizes of type, all styles of binding, and 
can ‘supply a Bible or ‘Testament to suit 
any one, young or old, 


For sale by all leading Booksellers. Prices from 35 
cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 

Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

















Two Song Books 


Either one satisfactory for your work 


Alexander's Gospel Songs 


limp, $20.00 a hundred, 25 cents a copy. 
Cloth, $25.00 a hundred, 30 cents a copy. 


Winona Hymns 
Manila, $10.00 a hundred, 15 cents a copy. 
Cloth, $22.50 a hundred, 25 cents a copy. 
PARLEY E. ZARTMANN, Agent 
156 Fifth Avenue - - New York City 











HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor asample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


EXULTANT PRAISES 


The best of all Sunday-schoo 

Over 100 new songs and a splendid selection of older 
ones, ‘lhe best book in contents and binding possi- 
ble to make. Many schools using it, and all prais- 
ingit. Returnadle sample matted upon request. 


JUDEFIND BROTHERS, BALTIMORE, MD. 
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NEW and OLD 
per 100, got prepaid. 35 cents per 
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by mail. 
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THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 
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Write for full particulars and our handsome 
Mlustrated Catalogue. FREE. 


INDIVIDUAL tay ee! SERVICE COMPANY 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


JEHOVAH A GREAT PHYSICIAN. 
He reads the symptonis (3). 
He notes the causes (3). 

He prescribes the cure (3). 
(This was our tablet outline. ) 


GREAT doctor went to see a tiny boy. 
A: He felt his rapid pulse, touched his 
parched skin, placed a thermometer in 
his mouth, and said, ‘* The child has fever.’’ 
From there he went to the home of a great 
man, and found the same rapid pulse, the 
same dry skin, the same high temperature, and 
said, ‘‘ The. great man has—what?’’? The 
girls supplied the word. How did he know? 
The girls readily noted the same symptoms, 
Then what is the first thing a doctor does 
when he looks at a patient? We now wrote 
our first heading. This doctor then turned 
to the little boy’s mother, and asked, ‘*What 
has Little Bill been eating? What has he 
been doing? Where has he been lately? ’’ 
What is the doctor now trying to find out? 
We noted the search for causes, and wrote 
our second topic. Then out came the doc- 
tor’s tablet, and he wrote upon it. What 
was this for? This gave us our third head- 
ing. To-day we shall find that Jehovah the 
Healer does these same three things for to- 
day’s patient, 

Let us note the symptoms which Jehovah 
read. What was Elijah’s physical condi- 
tion? We noted his tired body and the 
nervous strain, What was his mental con- 
dition? What did he desire? Why did he 
desire to die? Let us see why his faith 
failed. Verse 4 (end) showed that he had 
lost faith in himself, verse 10 showed he had 
lost faith in his fellow-men, and also in the 
successful result of God’s plan. Jehovah 
looked upon his prophet and seemed to say, 
‘Elijah the fearless, the strong, is—? Do 
great men get discouraged ? Do girls? Do 
you remember that the little boy and the 
great man had the same trouble, and both 
were suffering. 

Find three causes cf this discouragement. 
The girls found fear of Jezebel, disappoint- 
ment in the after effects of his Carmel tri- 
umph, and bodilystrain, ‘hen came the won- 
derful cure. Not once did he reprove Elijah 
nor condemn him for his- discouragement. 

The dear Father prescribes first something 
for the tired body. What was Elijah to do 
first? Why? After a- long journey to 
Horeb, Jehovah called Elijah upon the 
mount and showed to him a series of wonderful 
pictures, as a mother shows the pictures to a 
tired child instead of scolding. And oh, such 
wonderful pictures! -You will find them in 
verses It and 12, What lesson did Jehovah 
teach Elijah here? We noted that Jehovah 
does not always work with ‘* Carmel’’ meth- 
ods. The silent lightning, silent gravity, 
silent growth also reveal his power. We 
can recall this lesson by remembering Zech- 
ariah 4:6. This verse was marked and 
memorized. 

Elijah’s lesson cured his lack of faith in 
God’s power, yet his apparent failure in 
work remained. But Jehovah had not fin- 
ished the cure.. A salesman returned from 
a trip upon which he iad made not a single 
sale. Discouraged, he reported to his em- 
ployer, saying, ‘‘ I did my best, but circum- 
stances were unfavorable.’’ How could the 
employer show that he believed and trusted 
this salesman? Did God give Elijah more 
work? What is he now todo? We found 
three things, and aoted the effect this would 
have on Elijah. The father who instructs a 
son in his business knows that the work will 
continue successfully after he is compelled 
to withdraw. So it was with Elijah and his 
**son ’’ Elisha, who was to take his place. 

Take your discouragements to God, girls. 
He knows the cause ; he will not reprove. 
Go apart from the crowd and: remember 
Isaiah 40:31: Elijah’s renewed strength 
came and yours will come from physical rest 
and obedience to the still small voice. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read 1 Kings 19: 1-16. What should we 
do when discouraged ? 

Read 1 Kings 21: 1-4. _What words of 
Jesus might have been used as a warning to 
Ahab ? (Luke 12 : 15.) 


Read 1 Kings 21: 5-10. How did the 


: sulking king get his desire ? 


Read 1 Kings 21: 11-16. What reason 
had Naboth for not selling his land ? 

Read 1 Kings 21 : 17-26. . What was Jeze- 
bel’s horrible end? (2 Kings 9 : 30-37.) 





Read 1 Kings 21: 27-29. How many com- 
mandments did Ahab break ? (Rom. 13 : 10.) 

Read 1 Kings 21: 11-28, What made 
Ahab call Elijah ‘‘ My enemy ’’ before Elijah 
told him the message? 
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My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week r 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE night before, the class’ had met at 
my home for organization, We had 
adopted a constitution, with consider- 

able practise of parliamentary law, which the 
boys enjoyed. F 

We had chosen a class name, ‘* Knights 
of Honor,’’ and a pretty class pin. We had 
elected officers, each member of the class 
receiving an office, or a position on the 
membership, social, attendance, or room 
committees. Finally, and by no means the 
least, we had eaten ice-cream, cake, and 
chocolate. drops! At the beginning of the 
recitation, therefore, I called for business, 
and we discussed briefly an additional com- 
mittee, an athletic committee. 

Last week’s written work was then re- 
turned, with especial commendation of one 
boy who had received the first 100 percent I 
had been able to give. Then I read the ten 
questions given last week, and the correct 
answers were repeated in concert. 

I told the class that to-day’s lesson brought 
up six problems, which I should propose as 
we came to them. The jolly meeting of the 
night before had closed with an earnest little 
word about their home work on the lesson 
and with a brief prayer, in response to which 
I found that the boys had prepared themselves 
better than on any Sunday yet. I brought 
out the lesson story in a series of questions 
which were readily answered, and, as we came 
to the proper place for the introduction of 
each, I brought out my six problems. 

Problem 1,.—Why was such a hero as Elijah, 
on the day before, had proved himself to be, 
so afraid of a woman? The boys decided 
that he was worn out by the work of the day 
before, and was not himself. 

Problem 2.—Instead of despairing as he 
did in the wilderness, why did not Elijah 
trust in God, who had done so much for him ? 
In answer the boys remembered all the many 
conditions that seemed to be against Elijah 
and the true religion, and how depressing it 
was to find that Jezebel was in control of 
affairs, after all. She could easily bring ina 
thousand Baal priests to take the place of 
those that had been slain. 

Problem 3.—Why did not God show him- 
self to Elijah in some personal form? ~ The 
boys thought that such a vision would be likely 
to lead Elijah to have a lower idea of God. 

Problem 4.—Why is it said that God was 
not in the whirlwind, fire, and earthquake, 
when God is everywhere and in all things ? 
Those fierce manifestations, the boys decided, 
are not God’s favorite way of showing himself. 

Problem 5.—Why was God especially in 
the still small voice? Because he chooses 
to work in quiet ways. I hadasked the boys, 
in their home work, to think of some of those 
**voices’’ of to-day. At once they named 
conscience, and then light, heat, gravity, life, 
etc., together with the Bible, sermons, good 
books, laws, etc. 

Problem 6.-—Elijah did what God told him 
to do in anointing Elisha; why did he not 
obey God in the two other anointings? He 
may have had another fit of discouragement, 
the boys thought. I suggested that he may 
have obeyed, but the Bible be silent about it, 
as the Bible account leaves out so much, 
Finally, the boys named, as called upon in 
their home work, the various cures of the 
blues given to Elijah: physical exercise, 
sleep, food, a vision of God’s power and wis- 
dom, the knowledge that others were with 
him, and some definite work to do. 

This Week’s Novelty.— We took a jour- 
ney-review of Elijah’s life. First I used the 
outline map of Palestine mounted on a board, 
of which I have already written. I had a 
series of large letters, on squares of pink 
paper, large pins stuck through them, the 
letters being the initials of the various places 
where Elijah has appeared : Gilead, Samaria, 
the Cherith, Zarephath, some place in Israel 
where he met Ahab again (I), Carmel, Jez- 
reel, Beer-sheba, some place in the desert 
under the juniper tree (J), Horeb, and Abel- 
mehola. I stuck each of these, in order, in 
the places as the class named them. 


( Continued on next page) 





~ Music 
Lessons Free 


In Your Own Home 


JOIN THE MUSIC 
CLUB 


The U. S. School of Music of New 
York is forming a music club to be com- 
oo of readers of The Sunday School 

imes. 

These lessons, for either Piano, Organ, 
Violin, Guitar, Banjo, Cornet, Mandolin 
or Sight Reading, will be given free to 
any reader of The Sunday School Times. 

This school. has brought to life thou- 
sands of dead musical instruments all 
over the land, and is to-day one of the 
greatest blessings in musical life. Asa 
member of this club you will have placed 
at your disposal every advantage of a full 
scholarship and tuition in this well- 
known institution. Every one having a 
love for music should take advantage of 
our generous offer at once, 

It matters not whether you are a be- 
ginner or an advanced pupil, the lessons 
will be made suitable to your need. 

You will get one lesson weekly, and 
your only expense during the time you 
take the lessons will be the cost of postage 
and the music you use, which is small. 

Hundreds of our pupils write: ‘‘ Wish 
I had known of your school before.” 
‘* Have learned more in one term in my 
home with your weekly lessons than in 
three terms with private teachers, and at 
a great deallessexpense.” ‘‘ La tite 
is so thorough and complete.” ‘The les- 
sons are marvels of simplicity, and my 
eleven-year-old-boy has not had the least 
trouble to learn.” One minister writes: 
‘* As each succeeding lesson comes, Iam 
more and more fully persuaded I made 
no mistake in becoming your pupil.” 

Established 1898—have thousands of 
— from seven years of age to seventy. 

on’t say you cannot learn music till 
you send for our free booklet and tuition 
offer. It will be sent by return mail free. 
Address, U. 8. SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 
Box 383, 225 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


| AUSTIN 
ORGANS 


To Pastors and Church Committees: 


No such magnificent output has ever 
gone forth from an organ factory as the 
it giant organs we built, and in- 
stalled the latter part of 1910. Close on 
the heels of these comes a ninth—a 
Fyp.cce organ now building for the City 
all of Portland, Maine. 

But we do a large amount of smaller 
work too. Our tonally rich and powerful 
DUPLEX complete costs but $2,c0co—an 
amazing offer. 

Information and literature sent on 
request. 


Austin Organ Company 
























160 Woodland St., - - Hartford, Cona.: 5 
~ = A.B. &E.L. SHAW CO. 
Communion Tables, 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 109 (1 Kings 18 : 41 to 19: 21) 


Continued from preceding page) 


Then, pemaren these, I took an equal 
number of E’s (for ijeb) printed on squares 
of blue paper and mounted on pins, and placed 
them in the same spots, as the class gave the 


names in order. 

Then, a blue string with a little 
loop at one I put it over the first pin, 
poss Satay Aye lh a to the other in the 
right order, as the class called the names of 
the places, so that the zigzags of the string 
across the map represented the journeys of 
Elijah thus far, 

Finally, distributing (or rather, having the 
room committee distribute) paper and pen- 
cils, I had the class draw the outline of Pales- 
tine, insert the places connected with Elijah 
in the order in which he reached them, write 
at each the name of the place, and then draw 
a line from one to the other like my blue 
string. ‘These maps were signed and handed 
to me for my careful examination, though I 
was looking over the backs of the class and 
‘making suggestions while they were working. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read. 1 Kings 20, 21. Why did Naboth 
want to keep his land? What sins did Ahab 
commit? How are those sins committed 
to day? How are they punished ? 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
% 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Elijah’s Flight to Horeb; God’s Clearer 
Revelation of His Ways and Pur- 
poses (1 Kings 18 : 41 to 19 : 21). 


[Teachers are earnestly invited to test 
the usefulness of President Sanders’ stud- 
ies as a lesson-help for the adult class 
members. A great improvement in class 
work and interest may easily result from 
the members’ of the class following Presi- 
dent Sanders’ suggestions for thought 
and study. Five or more copies of The 
Sunday School Times will be sent indi- 
vidually addressed for three months for 
Ig cents each. ot oil 
°' ‘Many a teacher could well afford to pay 
‘for these copies; as a méans of giving 
the class a positive impetus toward more 
thorough work. The editorial and gen- 
eral articles will also be found useful, in 
addition to the help that President San- 
ders gives.] 


oa 
CONDUCTING THE CLAss SESSION, 


FTER the marvelous exhibition of Di- 
vine power which all Israel had wit- 
nessed, the people no doubt expected 

an immediate response on the part of Jeho- 
vah to their pressing need. The land was 
parched and barren; the people were in 
sore extremity. Their desires would be 
turned almost fiercely upon the blessing ‘of* 
rain. 

But it did not come at once, nor without 
action on the part of Elijah. Why the 
delay? Did it have any lesson to teach? 
Was it necessary that this blessing, like all 
‘ others, should be sought with diligent prayer 
until granted ? 

Elijah’s part was clear, as shown by his 
encouraging word to King Ahab (18 : 41). 
He was even confident of a heavy downpour. 
There was nothing to prevent the king from 
going to his tent, pitched not far away, and 
refreshing himself after the strenuous day. 

But the ‘‘sound of the rain ’’ was in Eli- 
jah’s prophetic ear. No clouds were yet in 
sight. Yet the prophet was sure of what 
would happen. Accompanied by a boy, his 
attendant,—whom tradition has declared to 
be the son of the widow of Zarephath,—he 
took his way to the top of the promontory 
overlooking the Great Sea and there pros- 
trated himself in earnest prayer. 

What a test Elijah had even then! How 
many times was the lad Sent to the edge of 
the cliff to gaze out over the sea? Not 
minutes, but hours, elapsed before the wel- 
come sign of rain appeared and the prophet 
could warn Ahab to lose no time in starting 
for Jezreel, lest he be unable to get across 
the rough country between. 

Swiftly the storm came on, The heavens 
grew black with clouds driven by a strong 
wind, and a drenching rain deluged the 
thirsty soil, Sustained by a sudden impulse, 
Elijah girded up his robe and ran with the 
royal chariot to the city gate of Jezreel. 





How was the vague misgiving that prompt- 
ed Elijah to remain outside of Jezreel justi- 


fied? What was Jezebel’s attitude to him? 
How are we to explain Elijah’s panic? . Was 
Jezebel likely to request 
Ahab to act in his case ? e was not even 
influenced by the act of the people. 

George Adam Smith, in ‘‘ Jerusalem,”’ vol, 
ii, pages 95, 96, calls attention to the ignor- 
ing in this narrative of Judah, where the 
drought must have been felt as well as in 
Israel and Pheenicia, and of the temple. 
The latter oversight is the more noticeable, 


When Elijah fled away, what was he after? } ( 


Not a refuge merely, for he had been securely 
hidden, not far away, for several years, “He 
was going to Jehovah, and sought him, not 
at the temple in Jerusalem, but at Horeb, 
the sacred mountain. Jerusalem and the 
temple were far from possessing as yet the 
unmeasured influence and exclusive sacred- 
ness of a later time. It was distinguished, 
but not pre-eminent. 

What a change between the Elijah of 
Mount Carmel and the Elijah under the 
juniper or broom tree. The man of iron— 
what had he become? How do we account 
for his wishing for death? (v. 4.) Was it 
the reaction so common to a strong, passion- 
ate nature which has been keyed up to a 
high degree of emotion? There do come 
moments in such lives when nature can no 
longer bear the strain, Was the reason, 

rhaps, found in his narrowness of view ? 

e expected to conquer by fire and storm, 
and was disheartened at the result. He 
needed to get a broader view of Divine 
methods and resources, The failure to real- 
ize God’s varied ability to deal with the affairs 
of his children is the secret of much heart- 
ache and needless fear to-day. - 

Is despondency always a sin? Think of 
its effects. It makes one unfair to God, to 
himself, and to the past. Elijah might well 
have been glad to be as true, honest, brave, 
and efficient as *‘ his fathers.”’ 

God’s cure was homely, but effective. 
What were the three medicines prescribed 
for Elijah’s case? 

At Horeb Elijah was brought face to face 
with God. How trivial to quibble about the 
details! The fact is clear. Which word in 
God’s question (v. 9) is to be emphasized? 

Put Elijah’s answer (v. 10) into a para- 
phrase. Some one has declared it to be 
** I’ve done my best and failed.’’ Can the 
paraphrase be bettered ? 

What was the matter with Elijah? What 
did Jehovah teach him by the four appear- 
ances? What do you understand by verse 
13 to have been the effect upon the prophet ? 
Are we to understand, however, from the 
repetition of verse 14 that Elijah had not 
comprehended as yet the Divine lesson? 
What was God’s direction to him? What is 
the usual sane human remedy for doubts and 
fears ? 

To what threefold task of importance was 
Elijah to give himself as God’s agent? Was 
it likely that the prophet hailed with delight 
the choice of a successor? 

Study the story of the call of Elisha to note 
the conditions which surrounded him? What 
double meaning did the act of casting the 
mantle upon Elisha have? When he asked 
permission to bid his kindred farewell, was 
Elijah’s reply a criticism or a free permission ? 
Elisha without doing violence to his natural 
affections consecrated himself to the new 
service, and began a long career of useful- 
ness, 

This lesson centers in the varied revela- 
tions of Himself by Jehovah to his servants. 
Elijah had to discover that God was not con- 
fined to one method or manifestation. 

The Place of Prayer in Life. It was not 
superfluous after the victorious defeat of 
Baalism at Carmel, Why is prayer a con- 
tinuous necessity ? 

The Disheartened Victor. WHow did God 
renew his energy? What lesson does this 
give us for our lives? 

The Four Appearances of God. Which 
was the greatest? Why? 

The Successor. Was the announcement 
that he would anoint a successor welcome 
to Elijah? Why is such a conviction essen- 
tial to a well-balanced life ? 


Books THAT May BE Usep. 

The two books which traverse this narra- 
tive in fullest detail are Farrar’s ‘‘ First 
Kings,’’ pages 399-450, and Milligan’s ‘‘ Eli- 
jah: His Life and Times,’’ pages 61-118 
(Men of Bible series). Matheson’s ‘* Repre- 
sentative Men of the Bible ’’ has a character 
sketch of ‘‘ Elijah the Impulsive.”’ Stan- 
ley’s portrait in ‘‘ Jewish Church,’’ ii, pages 
261-265, is better. McFadyen’s in ‘‘ Mes- 

( Continued on next page) 
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You Can 
Withdraw 
Your Money 
Without Notice 
at Any Time 


Do you realize what an advantage that is to 
you? Your money is not indefinitely tied up 
when it is invested in this Company. 


It is always under your conerel—ahvays avail- 
able to meet sudden emergencies. Yet it draws 
five percent interest for every day that it is in 
the care of this Company—and it is safeguarded 
by first mortgages on improved real estate de- 
posited in trust with one of the strongest finan- 
cial institutions of this city. 


This Company has been in business for fifteen 
years. It has never been a day late in the mail- 
ing of interest checks and has never failed to 
respond diately to a request for with- 
drawal of funds. 


Let us send you the booklet telling 
all about this institution and its plan 
of doing business. Write to-day. 
;§ The Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 




















Virginia Farms and Homes 


Free CATALOGUE OF SPLENDID BARGAINS. 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO., Inc., Richmond, Va. 


BROWRhN’S 
BRONCHIAL TROCHES 
immediately relieve coughing spells and hoarse- 
ness. A preparation of superior merit that has 
been used for over half acentury. Free from 
opiates or other harmful ingredients. May be 
taken freely without injurious effect. 











Price, 2: 50c and $1.00. Sample free 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 


$1.00 One copy, or any number of 
; copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 
To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the abové rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subseriptions. 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


The Sunday School Times, including 
the monthly Graded Course Edition, 
$1.50 per year ; clubs of five or more copies, 
$1.25 per year. To Canada the above rates 
become $2.00 and $1.50 réspectively for 
yearly subscriptions. For Great Britain the 
above rates become 9 shillings and 8 shillings 
respectively, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














To the Next 
International 
Convention 
At Our Expense 


AT great gathering will be held in San 
Francisco, California, June 20-27. It is 
the first International 
Convention ever held on the Pacific 
Coast. The Middle West, the South, the East, 
and the Dominion of Canada have had the privi- 
lege of entertaining the International Sunday 
School Convention, but never in all the history of 
the continent-wide Sunday-school work has a con- 
tinent-wide convention gone to the Pacific Coast. 





TL YAYAY 


A great many devoted Sunday-school work- 
ers who would like to attend this convention may 
perhaps be concerned about the question of ex- 
pense. We would like to have the privilege of 
settling that question for these workers. We did 
just this for a group of persons who. attended the 

orld’s Sunda E choal Convention in Rome, 
Italy, and a fellowship was thereby established 
which gains in significance with the passing years. 


The opportunity to attend an_ International 
Convention comes only once in three years anyway. 
The opportunity to attend such a Convention in 
California may not occur again in a generation. 


Workers in the East have so vague a concep- 
tion of the wonderful strides that Sunday-school 
work has made in the Middle West and the West, 
that the Easterner’s Sunday-school education de- 
cidedly needs the breadth of observation that will 
come from a trip with other Sunday-school 
workers to the Coast, and fellowship from all 
over the land while there. 


If you have any thought of attending the 
Convention, do not let the question of expense 
stand in the way. That cheerful company of 
thoughtful workers who went to Rome on our 
suggested plan were never sorry that they asked 
about the plan and accepted it. 


Just here may be the opportunity that you 
have longed for to attend a really great Sunday- 
school convention, where you will meet the Sun- 
day-school leadetg of North America, and at the 
same time see the wonders of our continent under 
the most favorable and S some auspices, while 
traveling comfortably and in company with per- 
sons of interests kindred to your own. 


_ Do not let a day pass before you inquire about 
the San Francisco plan. Full information will be 
sent to youatonce. Atleast ask, and ask promptly. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO., 
1031 Walnut Street, .-- . -- Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sunday-school 








| 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from preceding page) 
sages of the Historians,”’ pages 199-201, is 
first of all. Maurice’s ‘Prophets and 
Kings,’’ pages 137-140, has good sugges- 
tions. 


Dai_y HoME Work ON THE NExT LESSON. 


The lesson for February 26 is 1 Kings 21: 
I to 22; 40. , 


Monday.—Read 1 Kings 21: 1-7. The 
fierce desire of Ahab for the vineyard of 
Naboth at Jezreel. Covetousness that is 
nursed often masters the life. The one 
remedy is to fight it. 

-—Read 1 Kings 21 : 8-16. The 
dishonorable and wicked stratagem for secur- 
ing the vineyard. ‘This narrative gives us 
much contempt for Ahab. 

Wednesday.—Read 1 Kings 21 : 17-29. 
The plain prediction that the ill-gotten vine- 
yard would be a curse to Ahab, Does it 
pay to be tricky, to cheat, to steal, and to 
lie ? 

Thursday.—Kead 2 Kings 9: 21-37. The 
story of the fulfilment of Elijah’s prophecy. 

Friday,— Read 1 Tim. 6: 1-19, which de- 
plores covetousness and sets forth the wisdom 
of a generous and helpful life. 

Saturday.— Read 1 Kings 22: 1-23. The 
truth-sneaking Micaiah in contrast with the 
crowd of truth-selling prophets-for-revenue. 
Think of the significance of verse 7. 

Sunday.— Read 1 Kings 22 : 24-40. The 
closing scene of Ahab’s life. His bravery 
redeems him in part. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 











For the Younger Grades 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


MILFORD, PA.—Somewhere I have seen a 
second verse for ** Nature’s Goodnight,” a lit- 
tle song found in ‘* Song Stories for the Sunday- 
School” issued by Clayton F, Summy(2o cents). 
I have searched for this other verse bu tcannot 
find it. Can you tell where it is printed. —J.L.C. 

' The second verse to which you refer was 
written in order that the song which is so 
beautiful might be more perfectly adapted to 
our Sunday-school work. The verse you 
wish is as follows : 


‘* When the sun sinks in the west, 
Sleepy children go to rest, 
Darkness deepens, starlight gleams, 
Sound their slumbers, sweet their dreams. 
God, our Father, watch will keep 
O'er the children while they sleep ; 
Keep them safe through all the night 
‘Till dawn brings back the morning light."’ 





YOUNGSTOWN. OHIO.—At present we do not 
have a Junior department, but the first of 
January we expect to promote thirty pupils from 
the Primarydepartment. Would you advise us 
to start then with the graded lessons for the first 
year or should we wait over until the next 
October and begin with the first lessons of the 
Course? We have a small room for the class 
but hope within a year to have a larger room 
and be ready for a growing department.—M. 
B. L. 


It is good to know you are providing in 
this way for these promoted Primary pupils. 
Start them with the first year graded series, 
and you can start with the lesson belonging 
to the month, that is the fourteenth lesson, 
or you can start with the,beginning of the 
series,—as you choose. _ If you do the latter 
you can omit what is known as the summer 
quarter and have your pupils ready the first 
of next October to begin with the first lesson 
of the second year’s course, It will be best 
in the future to plan your promotions so that 
they take place in September or the first of 
October. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO.—We have been making 
some changes in the classification of our pupils 
and a rearrangement of our classes so that our 
pupils of intermediate age will occupy the sepa- 
rate class-rooms at the rear of the main room 
and under the gallery. Each room will seat 
comfortably twelve or fifteen pupils and will 
then permit of the use ofa good-sized table about 
which the pupils can work. . If we do without 
the table we could seat a good many more 
pupils, but in the use of the new Intermediate 


Graded Course we thought the table might be 
considered an essential. Would you advise its 
use.—M. C. B. 

If you have class-rooms enough to accom- 
modate your pupils so that you can have the 


( Continued on next page) 
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TEACHERS’ 
BIBLES 











WITH NEW AND UP-TO-DATE HELPS 
ARRANGED UNDER ONE ALPHABET 


Over 3,000,000 Copies Sold 

** They are known From Greenland’s Icy 
Mountains to India’s Coral Strand.’’—7he 
Bookshelf. 


ficient. Yet 
the Oxford 
keeps on im- 


ving. The 
i Editions 

= will prove a 
delightful 
surprise.’’— 


ChristianNattion. 


ENTIRELY NEW! 


Oxford Pictorial Palestine Bibles from 55 
cents upwards. 


** Of all the pictorial Bibles I have seen for 
children, and for giving to the children on 
Galiéren’'s Day, this easily stands first.’’— 

intermediate Sunday-School Quarterly. 


Sold by all booksellers. A full descriptive 
circular on request. , 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH, 35 W. 32nd St., NEW YORK 

















Orientalism] 
in Bible Lands 


By EDWIN WILBUR RICE 


Illustrated with 
45 Half-tones from Photographs. 


i2mo. Cloth $1.00 Net : 


Its purpose is to preserve from oblivion the 
habits, customs, costumes, architecture, etc:, of 
Oriental lands as they-were in ‘Bible times. 

This knowlédge is an important factor to an 
accurate interpretation of the Bible. 


For Sale by all Booksellers. 
1816 Chestnut St. 
THE UNION PRESS pric abe LPHIA 














The Prophets 32! Promise 


Y WILLIS J. BEECHER 
Treats the whole subject of Bible Prophecy. 


Price f*.2e 
THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., NEW YORK 


New Ser ices 
** CHRIST IS RISEN,’’ C. Haroup: Lowpen. 
TRIUMPHANT REDEEMER, by Various Com- 

sers. “ The utmost” in Services. .Music that is 
right and original. Words that are sensible and 
helpful. Don’t decide until. you see them. Send 
5 cents for the two. Choirmasters be sure to send for 
samples of our New Easter Anthem. 


JOHN J. HOOD CO., Pritdcinia Ba: 


[CRITICS 


The physician who recommends, 
the patient who uses and the 
chemist who analyzes 


Scott’s Emulsion 


have established it as pre-eminently 
the best in purity, in perfection 
and ‘in results. 

Ne other preparation has stood 
such severe tests, such world-wide’ 
imitation and met with such popu- 
lar and professional endorsement. 

To the babe, the child and the 
adult it gives pure blood, strength, 
solid flesh and vitality. 

ALL DRUGGISTS 















































LESSON FOR FEB. 19 (1 Kings 18 : 41 to 19 : 21) 


The 
Gain of 
Gleaning 


‘is simply the gain of gather- 
ing up the stray grain that 
has been missed by the first 
ingathering. —. 

The‘ boy who raked after 
his grandfather when the old 
hay-wagon creaked across. the 
meadow with its increasing 
load was a useful citizen... He 
gathered up what would have 
been lost otherwise. 

Since the autumn harvest 
of subscriptions to The Sun- 
day School Times in your 
school. Some of the teachers 
who did not subscribe then 
may have begun to realize 
their need for such a heip; 
new teachers may have come 
in, and a new spirit may have 
‘been moving in the’ hearts of 
your Adult Bible Class mem- 
ibers, leading them to a keener 
idesire for thoroughgoing help 
‘in Bible study. : 

; «Now isthe gleaning time. 
| Every mail brings additions to 
‘the harvest, and if you as a 
club organizer, or club mem- 
ber, or superintendent of the 
school, would cast about right 
now for the gleanings, for the 
subscriptions that could be 
readily added if they were 
sought, the work and the work- 
ers in your school would be just 


so much the more strength: 


ened in life and work by the 
help of the writers in The Sun- 
day School Times. 

Additions may be made at 
any time to a club of subscrib- 
ers. This may not be gener- 
ally known, but it should be. 
‘You do not need to wait until 
‘the renewal date of the club. 
A new subscriber is welcome 
at any time, and he pays only 
the proportionate amount of 
the subscription up ‘to the re- 
newal date of the club. For 
instance, if a club is renewable 
with the first issue of next Oc- 
tober, the subscriber who joins 
now would pay but 55 cents 
to the renewal date of the club 


| 
| 


| 
| 





( Continued from preceding page) 
minimum number of pupils in each room and: 


then ‘use the table, you are indeed fortunate | 
no matter what course of lessons you intend }. 
the classes in the fall, |) 


to use. In startin 


especially classes of the age in question, it is, 


wiser to have room for growth, for it then}, 
whom |: 


rmits the bringing of a friend for 

ere otherwise might not be room. The 
friend once there may become dater the per- 
manent pupil when otherwise he might not 
take kindly to being placed in another class. 

With any set of lessons better work can be 
done if the room is not crowded and if the 


upils can have plenty of room to work. A / 
iat table upon which the plpils can lay | 


their Bibles, note-books or maps cannot fail 
to assist greatly in maintaining the interest in 
the work. 

With the new graded lessons, as’ with the 
uniform, the stereoscope will be found an 
advantage, as will pictures, maps and note- 
books. If possible have space on the wall 
where a map can be placed, and a blackboard 
for the use of either the teacher or pupil will 
give added interest. 





| Children at Home | 





The Looking-Glass People 
By Annie Louise Berray 


ee E CAREFUL, sonny, and don’t work 
too hard,’”’ laughed -Unole Jim as 
he came through the front hall, and 
found Billy sitting on the floor before the big 
mirror, with a cloth in his hand. ‘* Did 
mother ask you to clean that mirror or to sit 
on the floor and look at it?’’ 

Billy did not say anything, He dipped 
the cloth into the pail of water, then he 
rubbed the damp cloth on acake of scouring 
soap and began putting it on the mirror, a 
little dab at a time, with a long sigh between 
each dab. 

**T guess it would make you tired,’’ he 
said at last, ‘*if you had to put this stuff all 
ovér this whole great big looking-glass and 
let it dry, and then rub every single bit of it 
off.” Billy stopped working altogether afd 
looked at the glass. He gave a sigh that 
seemed to come from the bottom of his boots. 

** Every single Saturday morning I have to 
do this,’’ he said plaintively. 

‘*Every Saturday morning!’’ exclaimed 
Uncle Jim. ‘‘ Why, isn’t it funny that you 
never met Mr. and Mrs Looking-glass? 1 
know you’ve never seen them or you would 
just look forward to Saturday morning.’’ 

Billy began to look interested. 

**See here!’’? Uncle Jim took the cloth 
from Billy. ‘*‘ How much will you give me 
if lintroduce you to Mr. and Mrs. Looking- 
glass?’’ He was rubbing the cloth on the 
scouring soap as he spoke and in another 
moment he was covering the big mirror, with 
long, swift strokes, In a very little while it 
was entirely covered with the white paste. 

He waited a few moments for the paste to 
dry, and then he wrapped a soft dry cloth 
loosely about his hand and started. Billy 
watched, fascinated, as Uncle Jim began to 
draw, just as if the mirror were a slate and 
Uncle Jim’s finger the pencil. 

‘*It’s aman !”’ Billy cried excitedly. ‘*Oh, 
that must be Mr. Looking-glass. My, what 
funny eyes !”’ 

** And here is Mrs. Looking-glass!’’ an- 
nounced Uncle Jim. He made a few more 
swift strokes and there was chubby Mrs. 
Looking-glass with a smile that reached from 
one side of her face to the other. 

**Oh, how funny! Let me make some 
buttons on her dress,’’ pleaded Billy. 

‘*All right,’? Uncle Jim gave him the 
cloth. ‘*Trim them up all you want to but 
don’t let the Scouring Wind strike them.’’ 

‘* What’s that?’’ questioned Billy. 

**Do you really want to know? Well, 
then look,’”’—he took the cloth from Billy’s 
hand. ‘‘ Look out, people, it’s beginning to 
blow. Here comes the Scouring Wind. ’ 

One stroke across the top of the mirror 
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Telephone Etiquette. 


Co-operation is the key- 


note of telephone success. 


For good service there | 


must be perfect co-operation 
between the party calling, the 
party called, and the trained 
operator who connects these 
two. 


Suggestions for the use of 
the telephone may be found 
in the directory and are 
worthy of study, but the prin- 
‘ciples of telephoné etiquette 
"are found in everyday life. 


One who is courteous face 
to face should be courteous 


when he bridges distance by 
means of the telephone wire. 


He will not knock at the 
telephone door and run away 
but will hold himself in 
readiness to speak as soon as 
the door is opened. 


The 100,000 employees of 
the Bell system and the 
25,000,000 telephone users 
constitute the great tele- 
phone democracy. 


The success of the tele- 
phone democracy depends 
upon the ability and willing- 
ness of each individual to do 


his. part. 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


One Policy 


One System 


Universal Service 





When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 








sv. Your Plans Now 


TO GO TO THE 
13th International Sunday 
School Convention in California 


“ The Golden State Limited ” 


AND 


The Californian” 


Rock Island 
Lines 




















San Francisco 
Overland Limited 


The train of quality offering un- 
equalled service between 





Chicago—Omaha 
San Francisco 
via the 


Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul 
Railway 


and 


Union Pacific Line 











| and their heads were gone; another and they 
| had no shoulders; a few more dashes and 
| the Looking-glass people were gone. A clean 
| shining mirror was all that remained. 

** Never mind! 1’ll make them come back 


Leaves Union Passenger Station 
daily at 7:00: P. M., arrives Omaha 
8:00 A. M. next day, and San Fran- 
cisco at 5:28 P. M. the third day. 


offer every mm vay Sy modern travel. Choice 
of Routes—via Paso along the Mexican 
border, or through the heart of the glorious 
Colorado Rockies and via Salt Lake City. 


Send to-day for beautifully illus- 
trated booklet. Free for the ashing 






next October. 


How many will you add? 











|mext Saturday morning,” laughed Billy, L. maa Descriptive literature free. 
4 c ‘*and I'm going to make little boy Looking- Passenger Traffic Manager P. A. MILLER GEO. J. LINCOLN 
Tue Sunpay ScHoor Times Co., | giass too, and a Looking-glass dog.” 259 La Salle Station ie ‘Passenger Agent Commercial Agent 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.|  Pasapena, Cat. Chicage ¢ SP :: SRR Ch. 
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THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 








This is the Butcher of Spottess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO, 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
ee hat is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 














’S ARMY AUCTION BARGAINS 
7114: 


Sthrep Lend Tem are 91798218 








Sopa fn the 


“18 sb ai ae Supe) 
ALL 


Frat watena 


Visible Writers or otherwise. 

L, C, Smiths, Underwoods, Olivers, etc, 

4 to 4% MFRS. PRICES. 

Shipped anywhere for rr. tial or 

oe. te a ey. Prices $4 
Full Guarantee. 


fist. oe one Lake 
Easy Change 
When Coffee Is Doing Harm 

A lady writes from the land of cotton 
of the results of a four years’ use of the 
food beverage—hot Postum., 

‘*Ever since I can remember we had 
used coffee three times aday. It hada 
more or less injurious effect upon us all, 
and I myself suffered almost death from 
indigestion and nervousness caused by it. 

‘*T know it was that, because when I 
would leave it off for a few days I would 
feel better. But it was hard to give it 
up, even though I realized how harmful 
it was to me. 

“At last I aan a perfectly easy way | 
to make the chan Four years ago I | 
abandoned the co ee habit and began to 
drink Postum,.and I also influenced the 

rest of the family todo the same. Even 
the children are allowed to drink it freely 
as they do water. And it has done us 
all great good. 

‘*I no longer suffer from indigestion, 
and my nerves are in admirable tone 
since I began to use Postum. 
use the old coffee ‘any more. 

‘* We appreciate Postum as a delight: | 
ful and healthful beverage, which not | 
only invigorates but supplies the best of 
nourishment as well.’ 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read ‘*The Road to Wellville,” 
pkgs. ‘* There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew | 
one appears from time to time. 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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lustrated Catalog 1 
writer Emporium ( 


2 4 1- 


Types 
%. Tyo 








in 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 19, 1911 
' Serenity : How to Get It; What 
It Accomplishes (John 14; 
1, 27; 16 : 33). 





Daily Readings fur Preceding Week 
Mon.—Get it by nga — 4:6, 7). 
‘Tues. —By trust ( I 
Wed.—By Bible-study nen 119 : 165). 
‘Lhurs.—Lt gives mental calin (Isa. 26: 1-4). 
Fri.—It gives self-control (Num, 12: 1-3, 


13). 
Sat.—It gives wisdom (Jas. 3 : onal, 











How does peace give a man clear judgment ? 
Mention ene influence of worry. 
Quote other passages about peace. 


ONSIDER Christ, © This is the first and 
‘last word in all things. We do not 
need to consider aught else. And in 

the matter of serenity, the consideration of 
Christ shows us at once how beautiful, how 
powerful, and how possible serenity is. In 
the midst of all discouragements, excitements, 
misunderstandings, or false accusations, un- 
der the shadow of death he walked calm 
and serene. If we will simply consider Christ 
and keep our minds fixed upon him we can 
remain serene in storm and tempest, in fail- 
ure and reproach, in success and prosperity, 


In the fellowship of prayer there is peace 
andcalm, It wasin the secret of God’s pres- 
ence that the Psalmist found his rest (Psa, 31 : 
20; 32:7; 36: 7-10; 37:7). And out of 
the storm and unrest of heathenism souls pass 
into this serenity. It was an Indian Christian 





We never | 


Name given by | 


woman who wrote the hymn: 


‘* In the secret of His presence, 
delights to hide ! 


how my soul 


Oh! how precious are the lessons which I | 


learn at Jesus’ side ! 

Earthly cares ean never-vex me, neither trials 
lay me low, 

For when Satan comes to tempt me, to the 
secret place I go, 


| “* You will surely lose the blessing and the ful- 
ness of your joy 
If you let dark clouds distress you, and your 
inward peace destroy ; 


You may always be abiding, if you will, at . 


Jesus’ side, 
In the secret of His presence you may every 
moment hide."’ 


Fussiness, hurry, feverishness, all want of 
serenity is a great waster of time, and energy. 
The ablest and most efficient men know how 
to take things calmly. They sit still and 
think and see, and then act without extrava- 
gance, - What great general has lacked poise 
and serenity? Sir Francis Drake and his 
game of bowls which he would not leave for 
the Spanish fleet is the historic picture of the 
serenity of the men of mastery. 

Simple loyalty to duty is tranquilizing. 
We can be serene when we know what our 
| duty is and doit, leaving consequences to God. 


It is the people whose hearts are serene 
and still in Christ who have strength to give 
toothers. One writes of Frances Bridges At- 
kinson, for some years one of the leading 
workers in the College Young Women’s 
Christian Associations of the country: 


‘* Rare and beautiful in all its attributes as 
| her life was, to me the most noticeable qual- 
| ity, and the most helpful, was the childlike 

simplicity of her mind and heart in its attitude 

| toward God. I have never seen Christ’s 
bidding that we be as little children so com- 
| pletely exemplified in the life of any mature 

Christian. To pray with her wasto be lifted 
| in a rare way into the very presence of the 
| Father, where she, as a loving child sure of 

| his love, talked with him as if face to face, 
| in the simplest, most straightforward way, of 
the immediate need of her life.- I shall never 
forget my first time of prayer with her at 
| Geneva, where we pleaded with God for a mu- 
tual friend. God was made real and tender 
in a new way that has made my Own prayer- 
life far more intimate and simple. My memory 
of her is a live and blessed one, bright with 
| the sunshine of God’s love, and tender with 
| recollections of the frank and happy outgiv- 
| ings of her friendship.’’ 





Why can we not stop now and gain the 


They | strength and joy of serenity? 


Christ is waiting to give it to us (Matt. 11: 
28). 







Ponderosa Tomato 


To obtain for our annual catalogu 


This 





Big Boston Lettuce . 
Scarlet Globe Radish Laan Ap 


described below, the Pe kee 2. tr ribing for the we make the 

following unusual offer: To every one who will mail us ten 

cents, mentioning this publication, we will mail the catalogue ° 
, and also send our Henderson: Specialty Colléction as above. 


Every Empty Envelope Counts as Cash 
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usadenidi Invincible Asters 
Mammoth Butterfly Pansies 













dollar or over. 
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“EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN” 


our 1911 catalogue, is without exception the best we have ever issued. ° 
208 pages, 8 colored plates, 800 ph 
without exaggeration, make it the most complete as well as 
cultural publication of the year. 


aia: HENDERSON ; & CO. c 


envelope, which when emptied and 
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ORTLAND ST 
New YORK CiTy 





we shall be 
pages, it tells the plain truth, and should be read 


Burpee, Philadel phia, 


all who would have the best garden possible: apd 
who are willing to pay a fair price for seeds of the 





is sufficient for the front 
of a post card. If you will 
write your own address 
plainly on the other side 


sed to send THE LEADING ren SEED CATALOG. An elegant book of 174 


Burpee-Quality 
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All Blooming first year from seed 
The nate, | 5 Hardy Perennials bloom 


freely in2 to months from seed, making 
sturdy plants which flower in the garden year 
after year in. great profusion, hen once 


r 

lanted they are permanent for many years. 
he most satisfactory of garden flowers. 

Early | Ganden at eo large  Gowate 


Often one plant 
one time. Begin az in3 — from seed. 


Pripoma, May ¥ Qyce spikes of flame 
colored flowers, feet eda te othin ig more 2 at 
Butterfly Violet— bloom q 


and continue through sp: spring, summer nd fi fall in in 


great 
Early Del phiniam—Biue and white. Flowers 
freely first peenon, hardy, robust and very showy. 
welarining.ot haste plants ith @ peetenion of che 
ar ants w a 8 
blue snd white Dive, all 7 





Any of the above at 10 cts per 4 or 
For Only 20 cts., we will mail one 
seed each of above 5 showy hardy 
together with our Catalogue. 
OUR GREAT CATALOGUE 0 * Flower and 
Vegetable Seeds, Bulbs. = Ryd 


acket 
owers, 


Fruits FREE to all who aj Roy its pas 

lustrations, and colored pla We Have bene in 
business 936 years and yh A jon customers 
all over the country. on guaranteed. 
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5 Glorious New Hardy Flowers: 














FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Well dressed 


little people wear 
smooth, neat 
stockings held in 
place by su 
porters that ho d 
on firmly all day, 
but can be hae 

attached andde- S4MPLE 
tached by small chitiren’ssie 


fingers. aan 


be cents, 
postpaid. 
LOOK. FOR THE MOLDED 
RUBBER BUTTON and "Velvet 
Crip!" aamiped'cai the beep. 
Sold by Dealers Everywhere. 
GEORGE FROST COMPANY, Boston, U. S. A. 
































HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart mas on label. 
Get ‘* improved, ** mo tacks required 


Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 

















